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RESULTS OF MAJOR INTERNATIONAL READING LITERACY STUDY
TO BE RELEASED WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2007

Report Will Include Rankings of 4th Grade Level Student Achievement Across 40 Countries
—Including the U.S.—and Analysis of Factors that Influence Student Performance

CHESTNUT HILL, MA (11-9-07) - The results of a major international study of reading
literacy achievement of fourth grade students across 40 countries, including the United States,
will be released Wednesday, November 28, 2007 by the study’s directors at Boston College.
PIRLS 2006, the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study, is one of the largest
international assessments of reading literacy ever undertaken, with approximately 215,000
students surveyed.

The new report will provide rankings of student achievement by country, as well as information
about home, school and other factors associated with student performance, and trend data for
countries that participated in PIRLS 2001.

WHAT: Results from the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS)
will be released by PIRLS project directors Michael O. Martin and
Ina V.S. Mullis of the International Study Center at Boston College.

WHEN/ The study results will be released in a webcast which can be viewed at
WHERE: pirls.bc.edu on Wednesday, November 28,2007 at 10:00 a.m. ET.

Background: Conducted by the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center at Boston College
on behalf of the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA),
PIRLS is one of the most influential global assessments of reading literacy in the world. Forty
countries participated in PIRLS 2006, which measures reading literacy achievement of fourth
grade students (typically age 10) and gathers information about home and school factors associ-
ated with learning to read. Each country sampled approximately 4,000 students in 150 schools.

**Media: For more information or to arrange interviews with the study directors on an
embargoed basis call 617-552-3352 or email delaneyp@bc.edu
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