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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Russian Federation 99 (0.4) h
Croatia 98 (0.7) h
Hong Kong SAR 97 (0.8) h
Italy 96 (0.7) h
Finland 96 (0.7) h
Austria 96 (0.7) h
Northern Ireland 96 (1.0) h
Chinese Taipei 95 (0.8) h
Czech Republic 95 (1.2) h
Israel 95 (0.8) h
Germany 95 (0.9) h
Denmark 94 (0.7) h
Netherlands 94 (0.8) h
Slovenia 94 (1.0) h
Bulgaria 94 (0.9) h
Sweden 94 (1.3) h
Canada 94 (0.6) h
Lithuania 93 (1.1) h
Portugal 93 (1.1) h
Ireland 93 (0.9) h
France 93 (0.8) h
Georgia 93 (1.1) h
Singapore 92 (0.9) h
Azerbaijan 92 (1.1) h
Hungary 91 (1.0) h
Australia 91 (1.0) h
England 91 (1.1) h
New Zealand 91 (1.0)
Slovak Republic 90 (1.2)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E01M (Fly Eagle Fly):  What farmer set out to look for

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Slovak Republic 90 (1.2)
Norway 90 (1.5)
Poland 90 (1.1)
United States 90 (0.8)
International Avg. 89 (0.2)
Romania 88 (1.5)
Belgium (French) 87 (1.5)
Spain 86 (1.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 85 (1.4) i
Malta 84 (1.3) i
Indonesia 82 (1.6) i
Colombia 81 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 81 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 74 (0.9) i
Saudi Arabia 73 (1.7) i
Oman 72 (1.3) i
Qatar 71 (1.7) i
Morocco 52 (1.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 81 (2.2) i
Morocco 75 (2.5) i
Kuwait 64 (1.9) i
Botswana 57 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 94 (1.1) h
Quebec, Canada 92 (1.0) h
Alberta, Canada 92 (1.4) h
Florida, US 91 (1.4)
Andalusia, Spain 87 (1.6)
Maltese - Malta 84 (1.3) i
Dubai, UAE 81 (1.0) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 71 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 65 (3.0) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
4	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Russian Federation 90 (1.2) h
Chinese Taipei 87 (1.3) h
Northern Ireland 87 (1.4) h
Finland 86 (1.3) h
Denmark 86 (1.1) h
Hong Kong SAR 86 (1.4) h
Netherlands 86 (1.2) h
Sweden 82 (1.5) h
Israel 82 (1.7) h
Germany 82 (1.5) h
Italy 81 (1.5) h
Hungary 81 (1.5) h
Bulgaria 80 (2.0) h
Ireland 79 (1.8) h
Croatia 79 (1.4) h
Slovenia 79 (1.8) h
Romania 78 (1.8) h
Canada 78 (1.1) h
Singapore 78 (1.5) h
Lithuania 78 (1.6) h
Austria 78 (1.7) h
Azerbaijan 78 (1.8) h
Georgia 77 (1.8) h
England 76 (1.7)
United States 75 (1.1) h
France 74 (1.5)
Portugal 74 (1.8)
Australia 74 (1.6)
Slovak Republic 74 (1.6)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E02M (Fly Eagle Fly):  Where farmer found eagle chick

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Slovak Republic 74 (1.6)
Poland 74 (1.7)
International Avg. 73 (0.3)
Czech Republic 72 (1.9)
Norway 72 (2.3)
Spain 71 (1.7)
New Zealand 70 (1.7)
Colombia 66 (2.1) i
Belgium (French) 64 (2.5) i
Trinidad and Tobago 63 (2.2) i
Malta 62 (1.9) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 61 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 60 (1.2) i
Qatar 53 (1.8) i
Saudi Arabia 45 (2.0) i
Morocco 44 (2.4) i
Indonesia 43 (2.2) i
Oman 42 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 66 (2.6) i
Honduras 65 (2.3) i
Kuwait 59 (2.5) i
Botswana 51 (1.9) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 78 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 78 (1.7) h
Ontario, Canada 77 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 74 (1.8)
Andalusia, Spain 68 (2.0) i
Dubai, UAE 66 (1.5) i
Maltese - Malta 60 (1.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 57 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 52 (2.0) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Northern Ireland 86 (2.0) h
Chinese Taipei 86 (1.3) h
Singapore 84 (1.1) h
Germany 83 (1.3) h
Austria 79 (1.6) h
United States 78 (0.9) h
Czech Republic 75 (1.8) h
Portugal 74 (2.0) h
Poland 74 (1.8) h
England 74 (1.8) h
Hungary 73 (1.5) h
Lithuania 73 (1.9) h
Slovak Republic 72 (1.9) h
Hong Kong SAR 71 (1.8) h
Finland 71 (2.0) h
Israel 70 (1.6) h
Italy 70 (1.7) h
Australia 69 (2.0) h
Ireland 69 (2.3) h
Slovenia 68 (1.7) h
New Zealand 68 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 66 (2.0)
France 66 (1.9)
Trinidad and Tobago 66 (2.2)
Canada 65 (1.4)
Colombia 64 (2.3)
Spain 64 (1.4)
International Avg. 64 (0.3)
Malta 63 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E03M (Fly Eagle Fly):  What shows farmer was careful

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Malta 63 (2.0)
Croatia 63 (2.0)
Netherlands 60 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 57 (1.1) i
Azerbaijan 57 (2.7) i
Bulgaria 56 (2.1) i
Georgia 55 (1.7) i
Denmark 55 (1.7) i
Saudi Arabia 54 (2.1) i
Belgium (French) 54 (2.4) i
Indonesia 51 (2.3) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 50 (1.7) i
Qatar 47 (2.4) i
Romania 43 (2.1) i
Norway 42 (1.8) i
Sweden 38 (1.6) i
Oman 34 (1.3) i
Morocco 30 (1.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 55 (2.5) i
Kuwait 51 (2.1) i
Morocco 41 (1.7) i
Botswana 39 (1.8) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 79 (2.0) h
Alberta, Canada 70 (2.3) h
Ontario, Canada 67 (2.2)
Andalusia, Spain 61 (1.9)
Dubai, UAE 58 (1.6) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 56 (2.2) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 51 (2.0) i
Quebec, Canada 50 (2.4) i
Maltese - Malta 40 (1.8) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
6	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Czech Republic 97 (0.7) h
Russian Federation 97 (0.8) h
Croatia 97 (0.6) h
Lithuania 97 (0.8) h
Germany 96 (0.7) h
Italy 96 (0.7) h
Denmark 96 (0.8) h
Sweden 95 (0.7) h
Hong Kong SAR 95 (0.8) h
Slovak Republic 95 (1.2) h
Chinese Taipei 95 (0.9) h
Austria 95 (0.9) h
Northern Ireland 95 (1.0) h
Finland 95 (0.9) h
Norway 95 (1.1) h
Slovenia 94 (1.0) h
Hungary 93 (0.9) h
Netherlands 93 (0.9) h
Singapore 92 (0.9) h
Bulgaria 92 (1.3) h
France 92 (1.2) h
Ireland 92 (0.9) h
Canada 91 (0.7) h
Portugal 91 (1.1) h
England 91 (1.2) h
Poland 91 (1.2) h
Israel 89 (1.2)
United States 89 (0.7)
Georgia 88 (1.4)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E04M (Fly Eagle Fly):  What farmer did with the chick

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Georgia 88 (1.4)
International Avg. 88 (0.2)
New Zealand 88 (1.0)
Romania 88 (1.4)
Belgium (French) 87 (1.7)
Australia 87 (1.2)
Spain 85 (1.5)
Trinidad and Tobago 83 (1.7) i
Azerbaijan 82 (1.8) i
Malta 80 (1.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 80 (1.5) i
Colombia 79 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 74 (1.2) i
Saudi Arabia 70 (2.2) i
Oman 70 (1.7) i
Indonesia 66 (2.1) i
Qatar 64 (1.9) i
Morocco 58 (1.9) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 81 (2.2) i
Botswana 76 (1.8) i
Morocco 76 (2.1) i
Kuwait 70 (2.1) i

Benchmarking Participants
Quebec, Canada 93 (1.2) h
Florida, US 92 (1.1) h
Alberta, Canada 91 (1.5)
Ontario, Canada 89 (1.7)
Andalusia, Spain 86 (1.3)
Maltese - Malta 81 (1.4) i
Dubai, UAE 81 (1.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 71 (2.5) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 70 (2.3) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 7

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 78 (1.5) h 89 (1.3) h
Belgium (French) 77 (1.8) h 88 (1.4) h
Singapore 74 (1.4) h 86 (1.2) h
Israel 74 (1.8) h 87 (1.2) h
Croatia 74 (1.8) h 90 (1.0) h
Finland 73 (1.7) h 86 (1.2) h
Denmark 72 (1.5) h 88 (1.1) h
Hungary 72 (1.9) h 86 (1.6) h
Northern Ireland 71 (2.1) h 86 (1.6) h
Canada 70 (1.1) h 85 (1.0) h
United States 69 (1.0) h 83 (0.9) h
Ireland 68 (2.2) h 84 (1.8) h
Netherlands 68 (1.8) h 88 (1.4) h
Sweden 68 (1.8) h 86 (1.4) h
Czech Republic 67 (2.4) h 88 (1.5) h
Russian Federation 67 (1.7) h 83 (1.3) h
Lithuania 67 (1.7) h 84 (1.4) h
England 64 (1.9) h 79 (1.7) h
Italy 64 (1.9) h 84 (1.6) h
Germany 63 (2.1) h 79 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 63 (2.3) h 81 (2.0) h
Spain 62 (1.7) h 78 (1.7) h
France 62 (1.9) h 85 (1.3) h
Chinese Taipei 62 (1.8) h 71 (1.8)
Malta 58 (1.7) 69 (1.7)
Austria 57 (2.3) 72 (1.8)
International Avg. 56 (0.3) 72 (0.3)
New Zealand 56 (1.7) 71 (1.9)
Slovak Republic 55 (1.7) 80 (1.5) h

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E05C (Fly Eagle Fly):  Eagle chick behaved like a chicken

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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Slovak Republic 55 (1.7) 80 (1.5) h
Portugal 55 (2.8) 77 (2.2) h
Poland 55 (1.7) 70 (1.5)
Australia 54 (1.9) 72 (1.5)
Norway 50 (2.7) i 72 (2.7)
Slovenia 49 (2.0) i 71 (1.6)
Romania 49 (2.5) i 68 (2.3)
Trinidad and Tobago 46 (1.9) i 62 (1.9) i
United Arab Emirates 39 (1.1) i 53 (1.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 38 (2.0) i 55 (2.1) i
Georgia 37 (1.8) i 62 (2.1) i
Qatar 36 (2.6) i 46 (2.9) i
Saudi Arabia 34 (2.5) i 43 (2.5) i
Colombia 32 (2.5) i 49 (3.0) i
Oman 27 (1.1) i 39 (1.3) i
Azerbaijan 23 (2.1) i 37 (2.2) i
Indonesia 20 (1.8) i 36 (1.9) i
Morocco 11 (1.5) i 16 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 43 (2.6) i 59 (2.8) i
Botswana 38 (2.2) i 51 (2.2) i
Kuwait 37 (2.2) i 47 (2.6) i
Morocco 34 (1.8) i 39 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Quebec, Canada 80 (1.6) h 92 (1.2) h
Florida, US 73 (2.2) h 88 (1.4) h
Andalusia, Spain 69 (1.7) h 84 (1.3) h
Alberta, Canada 66 (2.5) h 83 (1.7) h
Ontario, Canada 66 (2.2) h 82 (1.9) h
Maltese - Malta 55 (2.2) 67 (2.0) i
Dubai, UAE 46 (1.7) i 63 (1.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 37 (2.3) i 50 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 32 (2.4) i 45 (2.1) i SO

U
RC

E:
  I

EA
's

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l R
ea

di
ng

 L
it

er
ac

y 
St

ud
y 

–
PI

RL
S 

20
11

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 5



	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
8	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Czech Republic 86 (1.6) h
Finland 84 (1.2) h
Northern Ireland 84 (1.6) h
Croatia 84 (1.3) h
Hong Kong SAR 83 (1.5) h
Denmark 83 (1.2) h
Slovak Republic 80 (1.3) h
Lithuania 79 (1.7) h
Israel 78 (1.5) h
Sweden 78 (1.7) h
Italy 78 (1.8) h
Singapore 77 (1.4) h
Russian Federation 77 (1.7) h
Chinese Taipei 76 (1.5) h
Ireland 76 (1.9) h
Bulgaria 75 (1.9) h
England 75 (1.7) h
Hungary 75 (1.8) h
United States 74 (0.9) h
Poland 74 (1.6) h
Canada 74 (1.2) h
Germany 73 (1.7) h
Slovenia 73 (1.6) h
Netherlands 72 (1.4) h
Portugal 72 (2.4)
France 70 (1.7)
Austria 70 (1.6)
Georgia 70 (1.9)
Romania 70 (2.4)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E06M (Fly Eagle Fly):  How friend tried making eagle fly

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 6

Romania 70 (2.4)
International Avg. 70 (0.3)
Norway 69 (1.7)
Australia 67 (1.8)
New Zealand 65 (1.8) i
Spain 65 (1.3) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 63 (2.0) i
Belgium (French) 61 (2.1) i
Malta 60 (1.9) i
Azerbaijan 60 (2.3) i
Trinidad and Tobago 59 (2.0) i
Colombia 55 (2.2) i
United Arab Emirates 55 (1.1) i
Qatar 53 (1.9) i
Saudi Arabia 52 (1.9) i
Oman 44 (1.6) i
Indonesia 44 (2.2) i
Morocco 35 (1.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 61 (2.4) i
Kuwait 59 (1.9) i
Honduras 58 (2.8) i
Botswana 46 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 77 (2.3) h
Quebec, Canada 76 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 75 (1.8) h
Ontario, Canada 71 (2.1)
Andalusia, Spain 67 (1.6)
Dubai, UAE 61 (1.3) i
Maltese - Malta 60 (2.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 51 (2.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 51 (2.5) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 9

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Israel 66 (1.8) h 86 (1.4) h
Hong Kong SAR 63 (2.0) h 85 (1.7) h
United States 62 (1.3) h 88 (0.8) h
Sweden 62 (1.9) h 89 (1.3) h
Netherlands 61 (1.9) h 88 (1.2) h
Russian Federation 61 (2.2) h 85 (1.7) h
England 60 (2.1) h 83 (1.7) h
Croatia 60 (1.5) h 87 (1.1) h
Hungary 58 (1.7) h 81 (1.7) h
Finland 57 (1.8) h 88 (1.3) h
Chinese Taipei 55 (2.1) h 81 (1.7) h
Ireland 54 (2.3) h 81 (1.7) h
Northern Ireland 53 (1.9) h 84 (1.8) h
Slovak Republic 53 (2.3) h 86 (1.4) h
Lithuania 52 (1.8) h 83 (1.6) h
Canada 51 (1.6) h 82 (1.2) h
New Zealand 51 (2.2) h 75 (1.6) h
Italy 50 (2.2) h 82 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 49 (2.1) h 77 (2.1) h
Germany 48 (1.9) h 84 (1.2) h
Singapore 48 (1.9) h 76 (1.5) h
Poland 46 (2.0) h 80 (1.6) h
Slovenia 44 (1.8) 79 (1.3) h
Denmark 43 (1.6) 82 (1.3) h
Czech Republic 42 (2.4) 81 (1.6) h
International Avg. 42 (0.3) 71 (0.3)
Australia 41 (1.7) 74 (1.5)
Romania 39 (2.0) 64 (2.4) i
France 39 (1.7) 76 (1.6) h

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E07C (Fly Eagle Fly):  Explanation of friend's words

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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France 39 (1.7) 76 (1.6) h
Belgium (French) 38 (2.0) 76 (1.9) h
Norway 38 (2.4) 68 (2.6)
Portugal 37 (1.9) i 76 (1.6) h
Malta 36 (2.0) i 68 (1.7)
Georgia 35 (1.9) i 64 (1.7) i
Austria 30 (1.7) i 77 (1.9) h
Spain 30 (1.3) i 63 (1.7) i
Trinidad and Tobago 25 (1.8) i 52 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 24 (1.0) i 48 (1.3) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 23 (1.7) i 59 (1.6) i
Qatar 21 (2.6) i 46 (3.1) i
Saudi Arabia 17 (1.5) i 38 (2.2) i
Colombia 14 (1.5) i 47 (2.6) i
Azerbaijan 13 (1.5) i 51 (2.3) i
Oman 13 (0.9) i 32 (1.5) i
Indonesia 9 (1.1) i 25 (1.9) i
Morocco 6 (0.7) i 15 (1.1) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 27 (2.2) i 52 (3.0) i
Kuwait 25 (1.9) i 40 (2.2) i
Morocco 20 (1.5) i 39 (2.3) i
Botswana 13 (1.5) i 32 (1.9) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 66 (2.2) h 90 (1.7) h
Ontario, Canada 57 (1.9) h 83 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 51 (2.0) h 80 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 46 (2.0) h 83 (1.7) h
Maltese - Malta 43 (1.7) 68 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 32 (1.2) i 60 (1.3) i
Andalusia, Spain 30 (1.8) i 68 (1.7) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 23 (2.1) i 46 (2.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 22 (2.1) i 43 (2.4) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
10	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 72 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 68 (2.1) h
Northern Ireland 66 (2.0) h
Singapore 63 (1.7) h
Germany 62 (2.0) h
Croatia 59 (1.9) h
United States 59 (1.3) h
Finland 59 (2.3) h
England 59 (1.9) h
Austria 59 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 58 (2.3) h
Ireland 56 (2.2) h
Georgia 55 (2.1) h
Portugal 54 (2.8) h
Sweden 53 (2.0) h
Slovenia 53 (2.0) h
New Zealand 52 (1.6) h
Israel 52 (1.8) h
Canada 51 (1.5) h
France 51 (1.9) h
Poland 50 (2.0) h
Azerbaijan 50 (2.4)
Italy 50 (2.6)
Australia 50 (1.8) h
Spain 49 (1.5) h
Lithuania 48 (2.3)
Slovak Republic 47 (2.2)
International Avg. 46 (0.3)
Bulgaria 45 (1.9)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E08M (Fly Eagle Fly):  Why farmer roared with laughter

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct
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Bulgaria 45 (1.9)
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 45 (1.8)
Chinese Taipei 44 (1.7)
Netherlands 41 (1.9) i
Denmark 39 (1.4) i
Trinidad and Tobago 36 (2.0) i
Romania 34 (2.1) i
Malta 33 (1.7) i
Colombia 32 (2.6) i
Saudi Arabia 29 (1.9) i
Oman 28 (1.3) i
Qatar 27 (1.9) i
United Arab Emirates 25 (0.9) i
Hungary 25 (1.6) i
Norway 20 (1.9) i
Belgium (French) 20 (1.9) i
Indonesia 17 (1.6) i
Morocco 12 (1.2) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Kuwait 28 (2.0) i
Honduras 24 (2.5) i
Botswana 16 (1.7) i
Morocco 16 (1.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 63 (1.8) h
Alberta, Canada 56 (2.7) h
Ontario, Canada 55 (2.1) h
Andalusia, Spain 44 (2.1)
Quebec, Canada 39 (2.0) i
Dubai, UAE 34 (1.5) i
Maltese - Malta 27 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 23 (1.6) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 22 (2.1) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 11

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 31 (1.6) h 65 (1.6) h
Hungary 30 (1.6) h 72 (1.9) h
Israel 25 (1.6) h 63 (1.8) h
Northern Ireland 24 (1.9) h 65 (2.2) h
Hong Kong SAR 24 (1.9) h 72 (1.8) h
Canada 23 (1.4) h 66 (1.0) h
Sweden 23 (1.4) h 55 (1.9)
England 22 (1.8) h 68 (1.8) h
Denmark 21 (1.6) h 61 (1.6) h
New Zealand 20 (1.6) h 60 (2.1) h
United States 20 (1.0) h 59 (1.3) h
Russian Federation 20 (1.5) h 50 (1.9)
Croatia 19 (1.5) 64 (2.0) h
Czech Republic 19 (2.0) 61 (2.2) h
Germany 19 (1.7) 56 (1.9)
Ireland 19 (1.5) 56 (2.1)
Finland 19 (1.6) 63 (2.1) h
Netherlands 19 (1.5) 56 (1.8) h
France 18 (1.4) 58 (1.7) h
Austria 18 (1.7) 62 (2.1) h
Slovenia 17 (1.5) 57 (1.6) h
Italy 17 (1.3) 55 (1.7)
Chinese Taipei 17 (1.6) 67 (1.7) h
International Avg. 17 (0.2) 52 (0.3)
Lithuania 16 (1.6) 69 (1.8) h
Australia 16 (1.5) 54 (1.6)
Georgia 16 (1.4) 57 (2.2) h
Slovak Republic 16 (1.3) 51 (2.0)
Qatar 15 (1.4) 39 (2.1) i

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E09C (Fly Eagle Fly):  Eagle taken to the high mountains

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 9

Qatar 15 (1.4) 39 (2.1) i
Romania 15 (1.8) 43 (2.5) i
Portugal 14 (1.7) 62 (1.7) h
Poland 14 (1.2) i 48 (1.7) i
Saudi Arabia 14 (1.7) 29 (2.3) i
Malta 13 (1.2) i 49 (1.7)
Norway 13 (1.4) i 47 (2.5) i
Spain 13 (1.3) i 43 (1.5) i
Belgium (French) 12 (1.5) i 55 (2.0)
Bulgaria 11 (1.3) i 50 (2.1)
Oman 11 (1.1) i 28 (1.4) i
United Arab Emirates 10 (0.7) i 35 (1.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 9 (1.1) i 27 (1.4) i
Indonesia 9 (1.1) i 31 (2.0) i
Azerbaijan 8 (1.3) i 41 (2.3) i
Colombia 5 (1.3) i 26 (1.9) i
Morocco 3 (0.6) i 10 (1.3) i
Trinidad and Tobago - - - -

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 20 (1.6) 34 (2.2) i
Honduras 15 (1.7) 38 (2.3) i
Kuwait 14 (1.5) 29 (2.1) i
Botswana 11 (1.3) i 37 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Alberta, Canada 25 (1.8) h 65 (2.1) h
Ontario, Canada 24 (2.0) h 65 (1.9) h
Quebec, Canada 21 (1.8) h 62 (2.5) h
Florida, US 20 (1.8) 61 (2.4) h
Maltese - Malta 16 (1.4) 46 (1.9) i
Dubai, UAE 13 (1.0) i 43 (1.4) i
Andalusia, Spain 12 (1.5) i 43 (1.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 11 (1.8) i 35 (2.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 10 (1.2) i 34 (2.3) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
12	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 89 (1.2) h
Singapore 80 (1.4) h
Portugal 76 (1.6) h
Russian Federation 76 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 75 (1.7) h
Croatia 74 (1.7) h
England 73 (2.1) h
Georgia 71 (1.9) h
Ireland 71 (1.8) h
Israel 69 (1.9) h
Bulgaria 69 (2.2) h
Lithuania 68 (1.9) h
Canada 68 (0.9) h
United States 67 (1.3) h
New Zealand 67 (1.6) h
Hungary 67 (1.7) h
Australia 64 (1.9) h
Romania 64 (2.5) h
Finland 64 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 63 (2.0) h
Slovak Republic 61 (1.8) h
Slovenia 61 (2.1) h
Denmark 61 (1.7) h
Italy 59 (1.7)
Germany 57 (1.7)
International Avg. 56 (0.3)
Austria 56 (1.9)
Poland 55 (2.0)
Malta 53 (1.8) i

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E10C (Fly Eagle Fly):  Beautiful sky at dawn

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 10

Malta 53 (1.8) i
France 52 (2.3)
Spain 51 (1.7) i
Sweden 48 (1.9) i
Netherlands 48 (2.0) i
Czech Republic 47 (2.1) i
Norway 46 (3.3) i
Trinidad and Tobago 46 (2.4) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 43 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 41 (1.1) i
Belgium (French) 39 (2.1) i
Saudi Arabia 35 (2.2) i
Colombia 32 (2.2) i
Qatar 31 (2.1) i
Indonesia 30 (2.1) i
Oman 30 (1.5) i
Azerbaijan 28 (2.0) i
Morocco 12 (1.2) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 38 (2.7) i
Morocco 36 (2.0) i
Botswana 33 (1.9) i
Kuwait 21 (1.8) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 69 (2.1) h
Alberta, Canada 69 (2.0) h
Florida, US 69 (2.6) h
Quebec, Canada 62 (1.9) h
Andalusia, Spain 54 (2.0)
Dubai, UAE 52 (1.7) i
Maltese - Malta 37 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 37 (2.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 31 (2.4) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 13

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Russian Federation 79 (2.3) h
Portugal 77 (2.0) h
Finland 74 (1.8) h
United States 73 (1.1) h
Ireland 72 (2.1) h
Northern Ireland 72 (1.8) h
Sweden 71 (2.1) h
Hong Kong SAR 68 (2.0) h
Italy 68 (1.8) h
Lithuania 67 (2.1) h
Hungary 66 (2.0) h
England 66 (2.2) h
Slovak Republic 66 (1.8) h
Israel 65 (2.0) h
Bulgaria 65 (2.4) h
Romania 65 (2.2) h
Czech Republic 65 (2.1) h
Denmark 65 (1.7) h
Singapore 64 (1.7) h
Poland 63 (1.8) h
Netherlands 63 (1.8) h
Canada 63 (1.2) h
Azerbaijan 62 (2.2) h
Australia 62 (1.7) h
Slovenia 62 (2.1) h
New Zealand 60 (1.8)
Croatia 58 (1.8)
Georgia 58 (2.3)
Spain 57 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E11M (Fly Eagle Fly):  Why sun rising was important

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 11

Spain 57 (1.7)
International Avg. 57 (0.3)
Germany 55 (1.8)
France 54 (1.7)
Austria 53 (1.9) i
Malta 53 (2.2)
Belgium (French) 51 (2.7) i
Trinidad and Tobago 51 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 44 (1.4) i
Chinese Taipei 44 (1.9) i
Colombia 37 (2.4) i
Indonesia 34 (2.6) i
Qatar 34 (2.0) i
Norway 33 (3.0) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 29 (1.5) i
Saudi Arabia 25 (1.7) i
Morocco 23 (1.5) i
Oman 23 (1.1) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 43 (2.4) i
Kuwait 37 (1.6) i
Botswana 37 (1.8) i
Morocco 29 (2.1) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 78 (2.2) h
Alberta, Canada 70 (1.9) h
Ontario, Canada 65 (2.4) h
Andalusia, Spain 57 (2.1)
Quebec, Canada 56 (1.9)
Dubai, UAE 51 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 48 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 43 (2.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 41 (2.4) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
14	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 59 (2.2) h 82 (1.5) h
Chinese Taipei 55 (2.2) h 79 (1.6) h
Israel 50 (2.2) h 76 (1.5) h
Russian Federation 50 (2.7) h 82 (1.6) h
Singapore 48 (1.9) h 79 (1.5) h
Ireland 46 (2.1) h 81 (1.7) h
Croatia 45 (1.8) h 77 (1.6) h
Italy 45 (2.4) h 76 (1.6) h
England 44 (1.9) h 77 (1.8) h
Austria 44 (2.1) h 74 (1.7) h
Northern Ireland 43 (2.3) h 77 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 42 (2.2) h 73 (2.0) h
United States 42 (1.2) h 79 (0.9) h
Slovak Republic 41 (1.9) h 74 (1.9) h
Sweden 40 (2.1) h 74 (1.7) h
Bulgaria 39 (2.2) h 75 (2.3) h
Portugal 38 (2.1) h 77 (1.7) h
Canada 38 (1.4) h 74 (1.1) h
Lithuania 38 (1.9) h 77 (1.6) h
Finland 38 (2.0) h 77 (1.9) h
Denmark 37 (1.6) h 81 (1.4) h
Hungary 35 (1.9) h 71 (1.8) h
International Avg. 29 (0.3) 62 (0.3)
Poland 28 (1.8) 62 (1.8)
Australia 25 (1.8) i 59 (2.0)
Romania 25 (2.0) i 54 (2.3) i
Georgia 24 (1.7) i 62 (2.3)
New Zealand 23 (1.6) i 59 (1.5) i
Spain 21 (1.5) i 63 (1.9)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21E12C (Fly Eagle Fly):  What farmer's friend was like

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 12

Spain 21 (1.5) i 63 (1.9)
Netherlands 20 (1.5) i 73 (1.9) h
Colombia 19 (1.7) i 55 (2.9) i
Belgium (French) 19 (1.6) i 50 (2.5) i
Malta 18 (1.1) i 45 (1.6) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 18 (1.2) i 50 (1.6) i
Trinidad and Tobago 18 (1.4) i 49 (2.1) i
France 17 (1.0) i 55 (2.0) i
Norway 15 (1.5) i 60 (2.7)
Germany 14 (1.2) i 58 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 14 (0.8) i 41 (1.3) i
Slovenia 13 (1.5) i 73 (2.3) h
Qatar 12 (1.5) i 37 (2.1) i
Oman 7 (0.9) i 21 (1.2) i
Azerbaijan 7 (1.5) i 23 (2.1) i
Saudi Arabia 4 (0.8) i 20 (1.8) i
Indonesia 3 (0.6) i 22 (1.6) i
Morocco 1 (0.3) i 5 (0.7) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 13 (1.7) i 39 (2.5) i
Kuwait 11 (1.4) i 26 (2.3) i
Morocco 8 (1.0) i 19 (2.1) i
Botswana 7 (1.2) i 23 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 47 (2.3) h 80 (1.9) h
Florida, US 42 (1.7) h 82 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 34 (2.1) h 75 (2.1) h
Quebec, Canada 31 (1.8) 61 (2.1)
Andalusia, Spain 30 (2.1) 69 (2.2) h
Dubai, UAE 20 (1.4) i 50 (2.3) i
Maltese - Malta 17 (1.2) i 42 (1.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 12 (1.5) i 39 (2.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 11 (1.5) i 33 (2.7) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 15

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

United States 88 (0.8) h
Bulgaria 86 (1.7) h
Canada 86 (0.9) h
Croatia 85 (1.6) h
Ireland 85 (1.5) h
Northern Ireland 84 (1.9) h
England 84 (1.7) h
Italy 83 (1.6) h
Slovak Republic 82 (1.5) h
Denmark 82 (1.3) h
Singapore 81 (1.4) h
Russian Federation 81 (1.5) h
Slovenia 80 (1.6) h
Georgia 80 (2.2) h
France 80 (1.6) h
Poland 80 (1.6) h
Australia 80 (1.7) h
Czech Republic 79 (1.7) h
Portugal 79 (2.2) h
Belgium (French) 79 (1.8) h
Finland 78 (1.7) h
Israel 78 (1.7) h
New Zealand 78 (1.4) h
Hungary 77 (1.7) h
Lithuania 74 (1.5) h
Spain 74 (1.8) h
Netherlands 74 (1.6) h
Germany 74 (1.5) h
Romania 73 (2.4)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P01M (Enemy Pie):  Who is telling the story

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 44

Romania 73 (2.4)
International Avg. 71 (0.3)
Azerbaijan 70 (2.4)
Austria 67 (1.8) i
Malta 67 (1.6) i
Sweden 65 (2.0) i
Chinese Taipei 64 (1.8) i
Hong Kong SAR 62 (1.7) i
Trinidad and Tobago 56 (2.0) i
Colombia 54 (2.7) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 53 (1.6) i
Norway 51 (2.3) i
United Arab Emirates 48 (1.4) i
Qatar 46 (2.5) i
Saudi Arabia 45 (2.2) i
Oman 36 (1.5) i
Morocco 35 (2.4) i
Indonesia 33 (1.9) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 59 (2.5) i
Kuwait 50 (2.1) i
Honduras 45 (2.6) i
Botswana 38 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 93 (1.2) h
Ontario, Canada 86 (1.6) h
Quebec, Canada 86 (1.4) h
Alberta, Canada 81 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 73 (1.9)
Maltese - Malta 68 (1.6)
Dubai, UAE 60 (2.0) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 43 (2.4) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 43 (3.3) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
16	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 87 (1.1) h
Ireland 86 (1.4) h
Denmark 84 (1.2) h
Sweden 84 (1.4) h
Canada 83 (1.0) h
United States 83 (0.9) h
Chinese Taipei 82 (1.5) h
Northern Ireland 81 (1.8) h
Hong Kong SAR 81 (1.4) h
Portugal 80 (1.9) h
New Zealand 79 (1.4) h
Georgia 79 (1.6) h
Czech Republic 79 (2.2) h
Croatia 78 (1.5) h
Netherlands 78 (1.5) h
Australia 77 (1.9) h
Russian Federation 77 (1.7) h
Poland 76 (1.6) h
Israel 76 (1.5) h
Germany 75 (1.6) h
Finland 75 (1.9) h
Italy 74 (1.7) h
Slovak Republic 74 (1.6) h
Slovenia 74 (1.9)
England 73 (1.8)
France 72 (1.6)
Azerbaijan 71 (2.0)
Hungary 71 (1.9)
International Avg. 70 (0.3)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P02C (Enemy Pie):  Why Tom thought Jeremy was enemy

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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International Avg. 70 (0.3)
Austria 69 (1.7)
Belgium (French) 68 (1.9)
Spain 68 (1.6)
Lithuania 65 (2.0) i
Bulgaria 64 (2.3) i
Romania 63 (2.2) i
Norway 63 (2.4) i
Trinidad and Tobago 62 (2.4) i
Malta 59 (1.8) i
Colombia 59 (2.4) i
Saudi Arabia 56 (2.2) i
Qatar 52 (1.9) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 52 (1.9) i
United Arab Emirates 51 (1.3) i
Indonesia 45 (2.0) i
Oman 43 (1.5) i
Morocco 42 (1.5) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 74 (1.8)
Honduras 52 (3.0) i
Kuwait 51 (2.3) i
Botswana 29 (2.1) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 87 (1.5) h
Ontario, Canada 83 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 82 (1.7) h
Quebec, Canada 81 (1.9) h
Andalusia, Spain 70 (2.0)
Dubai, UAE 60 (1.5) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 47 (2.4) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 43 (2.7) i
Maltese - Malta 41 (1.7) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 17

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Russian Federation 90 (1.2) h
Ireland 83 (1.3) h
Singapore 83 (1.2) h
Hong Kong SAR 82 (1.4) h
Netherlands 82 (1.5) h
Germany 81 (1.7) h
England 81 (1.9) h
United States 81 (1.0) h
Canada 81 (1.2) h
Sweden 80 (1.6) h
Italy 80 (1.7) h
Spain 79 (1.8) h
Northern Ireland 79 (2.1) h
Croatia 79 (1.4) h
Finland 79 (1.7) h
New Zealand 78 (1.3) h
Australia 78 (1.8) h
France 78 (1.4) h
Czech Republic 77 (2.1) h
Portugal 77 (2.0) h
Belgium (French) 76 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 75 (1.8) h
Austria 73 (1.7) h
Denmark 72 (1.4) h
Poland 72 (1.8) h
Slovak Republic 72 (1.6) h
Hungary 70 (1.7)
Israel 69 (2.0)
Slovenia 69 (1.6)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P03C (Enemy Pie):  An ingredient in the pie

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Slovenia 69 (1.6)
International Avg. 67 (0.3)
Bulgaria 66 (2.3)
Romania 64 (2.3)
Malta 60 (1.5) i
Norway 59 (2.7) i
Indonesia 58 (2.2) i
Lithuania 57 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 56 (2.3) i
Colombia 52 (2.9) i
Azerbaijan 51 (2.1) i
Saudi Arabia 44 (2.5) i
Georgia 40 (1.8) i
Qatar 39 (2.6) i
United Arab Emirates 39 (1.2) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 36 (1.7) i
Oman 33 (1.3) i
Morocco 27 (1.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 67 (2.8)
Morocco 57 (1.8) i
Kuwait 57 (2.4) i
Botswana 24 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Quebec, Canada 84 (1.8) h
Florida, US 83 (1.9) h
Andalusia, Spain 81 (1.8) h
Ontario, Canada 79 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 78 (1.8) h
Dubai, UAE 51 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 47 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 39 (3.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 34 (2.1) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
18	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 60 (1.6) h
Netherlands 60 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 60 (2.2) h
Ireland 59 (2.2) h
Russian Federation 57 (1.9) h
Finland 56 (1.7) h
United States 55 (1.2) h
Australia 54 (1.8) h
England 54 (2.1) h
Israel 54 (2.1) h
Hungary 53 (2.0) h
Canada 53 (1.3) h
Lithuania 52 (2.1) h
Slovenia 48 (1.9) h
Croatia 48 (1.5) h
Germany 47 (1.8) h
New Zealand 46 (1.8) h
Hong Kong SAR 46 (2.0)
Italy 45 (1.9)
France 44 (1.6)
Sweden 44 (2.3)
Poland 44 (2.1)
Portugal 44 (2.3)
Denmark 43 (1.6)
Romania 42 (2.4)
International Avg. 42 (0.3)
Norway 40 (2.5)
Spain 39 (1.7)
Bulgaria 39 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P04M (Enemy Pie):  Why Tom thought be a good summer

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct
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Bulgaria 39 (2.0)
Trinidad and Tobago 37 (2.3) i
Austria 36 (2.2) i
Malta 36 (1.7) i
Czech Republic 36 (2.4) i
Georgia 35 (1.7) i
Belgium (French) 35 (1.9) i
Slovak Republic 34 (1.6) i
Chinese Taipei 33 (1.8) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 29 (1.6) i
Azerbaijan 29 (2.3) i
Colombia 29 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 26 (0.9) i
Indonesia 25 (1.7) i
Morocco 25 (1.7) i
Qatar 24 (1.8) i
Saudi Arabia 21 (1.8) i
Oman 17 (1.0) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Kuwait 31 (2.2) i
Honduras 31 (2.5) i
Morocco 25 (2.1) i
Botswana 24 (2.1) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 58 (2.3) h
Ontario, Canada 57 (2.1) h
Alberta, Canada 53 (2.3) h
Quebec, Canada 47 (2.1) h
Andalusia, Spain 39 (1.8)
Maltese - Malta 39 (1.8)
Dubai, UAE 35 (1.4) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 30 (2.2) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 24 (1.8) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 19

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 54 (1.8) h 67 (1.5) h
Northern Ireland 51 (2.3) h 66 (2.0) h
Ireland 49 (2.2) h 65 (1.9) h
England 49 (2.2) h 66 (2.3) h
Croatia 48 (1.9) h 60 (1.9) h
United States 48 (1.3) h 67 (1.3) h
Italy 46 (2.0) h 64 (1.9) h
Canada 44 (1.3) h 66 (1.4) h
Hong Kong SAR 40 (1.9) h 58 (2.0) h
New Zealand 38 (1.4) h 57 (1.4) h
Sweden 37 (1.8) h 59 (2.1) h
Lithuania 37 (2.3) h 54 (2.3)
Israel 36 (1.7) h 59 (1.8) h
Finland 35 (2.2) h 59 (1.8) h
Netherlands 35 (2.1) h 57 (2.1) h
Australia 35 (1.6) h 58 (1.8) h
Hungary 34 (1.8) h 53 (2.1)
Russian Federation 33 (1.9) 57 (1.7) h
Portugal 33 (2.5) 51 (2.5)
Slovenia 32 (1.9) 47 (2.2)
Spain 31 (1.6) 44 (1.9) i
Slovak Republic 30 (1.6) 55 (2.1) h
International Avg. 29 (0.3) 50 (0.3)
Malta 29 (1.6) 45 (1.9) i
Bulgaria 28 (1.7) 51 (2.5)
Germany 28 (1.8) 48 (1.9)
Romania 28 (2.1) 50 (2.5)
Poland 25 (1.4) i 46 (2.0)
Chinese Taipei 24 (1.4) i 51 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P05C (Enemy Pie):  How Tom felt after smelling pie

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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Chinese Taipei 24 (1.4) i 51 (2.0)
Denmark 24 (1.6) i 42 (1.9) i
France 23 (1.7) i 46 (2.1)
Trinidad and Tobago 21 (1.7) i 39 (2.3) i
Georgia 19 (1.6) i 54 (2.3)
Czech Republic 19 (1.9) i 38 (2.6) i
Saudi Arabia 18 (1.6) i 47 (2.2)
Azerbaijan 18 (2.0) i 46 (2.3)
Austria 18 (1.4) i 39 (1.8) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 16 (1.5) i 28 (1.7) i
Colombia 15 (1.4) i 29 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 13 (0.8) i 28 (1.0) i
Qatar 12 (1.1) i 37 (1.9) i
Oman 12 (0.9) i 37 (1.2) i
Belgium (French) 10 (1.1) i 33 (2.2) i
Norway 8 (1.1) i 29 (2.2) i
Indonesia 7 (0.9) i 39 (2.9) i
Morocco - - - -

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 39 (1.5) h 57 (1.8) h
Kuwait 16 (1.9) i 37 (2.4) i
Botswana 15 (1.5) i 35 (1.9) i
Honduras 15 (1.7) i 32 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 51 (2.4) h 73 (2.2) h
Ontario, Canada 49 (2.6) h 68 (2.4) h
Alberta, Canada 45 (2.6) h 68 (2.2) h
Quebec, Canada 35 (2.2) h 64 (1.8) h
Andalusia, Spain 26 (1.6) i 44 (2.2) i
Maltese - Malta 23 (1.7) i 43 (1.7) i
Dubai, UAE 20 (1.1) i 33 (1.2) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 18 (2.7) i 36 (2.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 10 (1.2) i 25 (1.8) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
20	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Ireland 88 (1.2) h
Czech Republic 88 (1.4) h
Russian Federation 86 (1.4) h
Northern Ireland 86 (1.6) h
Hungary 85 (1.5) h
Sweden 84 (1.3) h
Croatia 84 (1.2) h
Hong Kong SAR 84 (1.5) h
United States 83 (1.0) h
Slovak Republic 83 (1.4) h
Italy 83 (1.5) h
England 83 (1.7) h
Finland 81 (1.4) h
Germany 81 (1.5) h
Chinese Taipei 81 (1.7) h
Lithuania 81 (1.7) h
Canada 80 (1.0) h
Singapore 80 (1.4) h
Portugal 80 (2.4) h
Netherlands 79 (1.8) h
Denmark 78 (1.4) h
Poland 78 (1.4) h
Austria 78 (1.5) h
Spain 77 (1.4) h
Israel 77 (1.7) h
Belgium (French) 77 (1.9) h
Slovenia 77 (1.5) h
Australia 74 (1.4) h
New Zealand 74 (1.3) h

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P06C (Enemy Pie):  What Tom thought would happen

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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New Zealand 74 (1.3) h
Norway 72 (1.9)
International Avg. 71 (0.3)
Bulgaria 71 (2.3)
Georgia 70 (2.0)
France 69 (1.9)
Romania 66 (2.6)
Colombia 60 (2.4) i
Azerbaijan 58 (2.4) i
Malta 58 (1.6) i
Trinidad and Tobago 54 (2.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 49 (1.9) i
United Arab Emirates 45 (1.2) i
Saudi Arabia 44 (2.5) i
Qatar 43 (2.0) i
Indonesia 43 (2.2) i
Oman 21 (1.3) i
Morocco 17 (1.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 58 (2.8) i
Morocco 47 (1.9) i
Kuwait 39 (2.6) i
Botswana 33 (2.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 88 (1.2) h
Quebec, Canada 83 (1.8) h
Alberta, Canada 82 (1.8) h
Ontario, Canada 81 (1.9) h
Andalusia, Spain 78 (1.6) h
Maltese - Malta 57 (1.7) i
Dubai, UAE 54 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 48 (2.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 41 (2.2) i SO

U
RC

E:
  I

EA
's

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l R
ea

di
ng

 L
it

er
ac

y 
St

ud
y 

–
PI

RL
S 

20
11

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 49



PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 21

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 73 (1.7) h 87 (1.3) h
Singapore 71 (1.8) h 81 (1.6) h
Chinese Taipei 71 (1.8) h 82 (1.5) h
Croatia 63 (1.8) h 79 (1.5) h
Portugal 62 (2.5) h 78 (2.3) h
Czech Republic 62 (2.0) h 80 (1.5) h
Lithuania 62 (2.0) h 81 (1.5) h
Hungary 61 (1.7) h 78 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 61 (2.0) h 80 (1.5) h
Germany 59 (2.1) h 83 (1.7) h
Slovenia 58 (2.0) h 76 (1.8) h
Finland 57 (1.9) h 81 (1.5) h
United States 55 (1.3) h 77 (1.0) h
Canada 53 (1.3) h 73 (1.0) h
Slovak Republic 53 (1.9) h 74 (1.7) h
Spain 53 (1.5) h 71 (1.6) h
Netherlands 53 (2.4) h 76 (2.1) h
Ireland 52 (2.2) h 76 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 52 (2.3) h 72 (2.0) h
Bulgaria 51 (2.4) h 69 (2.2) h
Israel 50 (1.9) h 73 (1.6) h
Poland 50 (1.8) h 70 (1.7) h
Sweden 50 (2.1) 77 (1.8) h
Austria 49 (2.0) 73 (1.7) h
Italy 49 (1.7) 74 (1.7) h
England 48 (2.3) 65 (2.2)
Australia 47 (2.1) 69 (2.0)
International Avg. 46 (0.3) 65 (0.3)
New Zealand 45 (1.9) 67 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P07C (Enemy Pie):  Things Tom's dad told for pie

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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New Zealand 45 (1.9) 67 (1.7)
Denmark 45 (1.6) 73 (1.7) h
France 43 (1.7) 63 (1.8)
Belgium (French) 43 (2.1) 63 (2.2)
Romania 42 (2.1) i 60 (2.5)
Norway 36 (2.4) i 67 (2.6)
Malta 35 (1.5) i 50 (1.6) i
Azerbaijan 33 (2.1) i 52 (2.1) i
Georgia 32 (1.8) i 61 (1.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 31 (1.8) i 44 (2.0) i
Indonesia 30 (1.9) i 43 (2.1) i
Saudi Arabia 26 (2.2) i 39 (2.3) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 25 (1.7) i 39 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 25 (0.9) i 36 (1.1) i
Qatar 23 (1.7) i 40 (2.0) i
Colombia 20 (1.8) i 38 (2.5) i
Oman 15 (0.9) i 23 (1.1) i
Morocco 7 (1.3) i 10 (1.7) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 30 (2.8) i 46 (3.1) i
Kuwait 27 (1.9) i 36 (2.0) i
Morocco 27 (2.0) i 33 (2.2) i
Botswana 18 (1.9) i 26 (2.1) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 64 (2.0) h 83 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 53 (2.6) h 74 (2.1) h
Quebec, Canada 52 (2.0) h 66 (1.9)
Alberta, Canada 50 (2.0) 72 (1.8) h
Andalusia, Spain 49 (2.0) 70 (1.8) h
Maltese - Malta 33 (1.7) i 47 (1.8) i
Dubai, UAE 33 (1.5) i 49 (1.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 26 (2.9) i 39 (3.3) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 21 (1.8) i 32 (2.3) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
22	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Netherlands 90 (1.1) h
Finland 88 (1.3) h
Denmark 88 (1.0) h
Lithuania 87 (1.0) h
United States 86 (0.9) h
Germany 85 (1.3) h
Sweden 83 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 83 (1.2) h
Ireland 83 (1.4) h
Northern Ireland 82 (1.6) h
Croatia 82 (1.4) h
Hungary 82 (1.6) h
Israel 81 (1.4) h
Singapore 80 (1.3) h
Norway 80 (2.2) h
Canada 78 (1.2) h
Portugal 78 (2.0) h
Czech Republic 78 (2.0) h
Bulgaria 77 (1.8) h
Italy 76 (1.5) h
Hong Kong SAR 76 (1.6) h
Austria 75 (1.5) h
New Zealand 74 (1.4) h
Australia 73 (2.0)
England 72 (1.7)
Chinese Taipei 71 (1.6)
International Avg. 71 (0.3)
Romania 71 (2.5)
Slovak Republic 71 (1.4)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P08M (Enemy Pie):  Why Tom went to Jeremy's house

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Slovak Republic 71 (1.4)
Slovenia 70 (1.9)
Poland 70 (1.8)
France 69 (1.8)
Belgium (French) 68 (2.0)
Azerbaijan 66 (2.2) i
Malta 64 (1.7) i
Spain 62 (1.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 60 (2.2) i
Colombia 60 (2.3) i
United Arab Emirates 54 (1.1) i
Saudi Arabia 52 (2.4) i
Qatar 51 (2.8) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 49 (2.2) i
Georgia 49 (2.0) i
Indonesia 45 (1.7) i
Oman 45 (1.5) i
Morocco 29 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 52 (1.8) i
Honduras 52 (2.6) i
Kuwait 51 (2.4) i
Morocco 49 (2.6) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 92 (1.2) h
Alberta, Canada 80 (1.8) h
Ontario, Canada 80 (1.7) h
Quebec, Canada 75 (1.7) h
Andalusia, Spain 65 (1.9) i
Dubai, UAE 62 (1.8) i
Maltese - Malta 60 (1.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 52 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 47 (2.5) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 23

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Netherlands 88 (1.4) h
Finland 87 (1.2) h
Russian Federation 86 (1.5) h
Northern Ireland 86 (1.4) h
Ireland 86 (1.6) h
United States 86 (0.9) h
Canada 83 (1.0) h
Germany 83 (1.5) h
Denmark 83 (1.4) h
England 83 (1.5) h
Australia 81 (1.6) h
Hungary 81 (1.4) h
Slovak Republic 81 (1.4) h
Lithuania 79 (1.5) h
Austria 78 (1.8) h
Singapore 77 (1.5) h
Czech Republic 77 (1.8) h
New Zealand 77 (1.8) h
Portugal 76 (1.9) h
Poland 76 (1.6) h
Croatia 73 (1.7) h
Belgium (French) 73 (2.3) h
Italy 72 (1.7) h
Norway 71 (2.2) h
France 71 (1.7) h
Spain 70 (1.8) h
Bulgaria 69 (2.1)
Hong Kong SAR 69 (2.1)
Israel 68 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P09C (Enemy Pie):  What surprises Tom

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Israel 68 (1.7)
International Avg. 66 (0.3)
Sweden 64 (1.7)
Romania 64 (2.8)
Georgia 60 (1.9) i
Malta 56 (1.7) i
Chinese Taipei 54 (1.7) i
Trinidad and Tobago 49 (2.3) i
Colombia 42 (2.3) i
Saudi Arabia 42 (2.4) i
United Arab Emirates 35 (1.2) i
Qatar 34 (1.6) i
Indonesia 33 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 31 (1.4) i
Azerbaijan 24 (2.3) i
Oman 21 (1.4) i
Morocco 9 (0.9) i
Slovenia - -

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 43 (2.8) i
Morocco 40 (2.3) i
Kuwait 39 (2.4) i
Botswana 24 (2.4) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 88 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 84 (1.6) h
Alberta, Canada 83 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 78 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 69 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 51 (1.4) i
Maltese - Malta 46 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 39 (3.1) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 30 (2.1) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
24	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Northern Ireland 94 (1.0) h
Netherlands 93 (1.3) h
Finland 92 (1.2) h
Ireland 92 (1.2) h
Russian Federation 91 (0.9) h
England 89 (1.3) h
United States 89 (0.9) h
Canada 89 (0.7) h
Czech Republic 89 (1.6) h
Denmark 88 (1.1) h
Germany 88 (1.3) h
Sweden 87 (1.4) h
Lithuania 86 (1.6) h
Italy 86 (1.1) h
Hungary 85 (1.5) h
Slovak Republic 85 (1.3) h
Singapore 85 (1.2) h
Australia 85 (1.4) h
Spain 84 (1.6) h
Poland 84 (1.4) h
New Zealand 83 (1.1) h
Austria 83 (1.3) h
Bulgaria 83 (2.0) h
Norway 83 (1.9) h
Portugal 82 (1.9) h
France 82 (1.3) h
Hong Kong SAR 81 (1.7) h
Slovenia 80 (1.7) h
Israel 78 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P10M (Enemy Pie):  Why T. didn't want to go with plan

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Israel 78 (1.7)
Chinese Taipei 78 (1.5)
International Avg. 76 (0.2)
Belgium (French) 76 (2.0)
Croatia 76 (1.5)
Romania 72 (2.7)
Trinidad and Tobago 65 (2.0) i
Georgia 65 (2.1) i
Malta 63 (1.5) i
Azerbaijan 63 (2.3) i
Colombia 55 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 53 (1.6) i
United Arab Emirates 51 (1.1) i
Saudi Arabia 50 (2.4) i
Indonesia 49 (2.5) i
Qatar 49 (2.1) i
Morocco 39 (1.9) i
Oman 37 (1.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 62 (2.6) i
Morocco 61 (1.9) i
Kuwait 53 (2.2) i
Botswana 39 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 91 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 88 (1.4) h
Quebec, Canada 87 (1.4) h
Alberta, Canada 86 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 85 (1.4) h
Dubai, UAE 65 (1.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 54 (3.2) i
Maltese - Malta 54 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 45 (2.2) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 25

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Finland 91 (1.2) h
Croatia 84 (1.3) h
Sweden 84 (1.4) h
Denmark 84 (1.3) h
France 81 (1.6) h
Slovenia 80 (1.3) h
United States 79 (1.2) h
Northern Ireland 79 (2.0) h
Israel 78 (1.5) h
Russian Federation 78 (1.6) h
Canada 77 (1.1) h
Ireland 76 (2.2) h
England 76 (2.0) h
Bulgaria 76 (1.8) h
Australia 75 (1.6) h
Azerbaijan 74 (2.5) h
Hungary 73 (1.5) h
Singapore 73 (1.4) h
Italy 71 (1.6) h
Hong Kong SAR 71 (1.8) h
Norway 71 (1.7) h
New Zealand 69 (1.4) h
Belgium (French) 68 (2.5)
Germany 68 (1.8) h
Spain 68 (1.7) h
Poland 68 (1.5) h
Czech Republic 67 (2.0)
Chinese Taipei 66 (1.5)
Slovak Republic 65 (1.8)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P11M (Enemy Pie):  How Tom felt when Jeremy took pie

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Slovak Republic 65 (1.8)
Romania 65 (2.6)
Austria 64 (2.2)
Netherlands 64 (2.0)
International Avg. 64 (0.3)
Portugal 60 (3.0)
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 59 (1.4) i
Colombia 57 (2.5) i
Lithuania 52 (2.0) i
Georgia 50 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 39 (2.1) i
Malta 39 (1.7) i
Qatar 34 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 31 (1.1) i
Saudi Arabia 29 (2.4) i
Oman 23 (1.3) i
Indonesia 23 (2.1) i
Morocco 21 (2.0) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Kuwait 40 (2.3) i
Honduras 39 (2.6) i
Morocco 27 (2.0) i
Botswana 17 (1.8) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 85 (1.8) h
Ontario, Canada 80 (1.7) h
Andalusia, Spain 75 (1.6) h
Alberta, Canada 74 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 70 (1.9) h
Maltese - Malta 65 (1.9)
Dubai, UAE 42 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 38 (2.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 27 (2.0) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
26	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

United States 79 (1.0) h
Finland 77 (1.9) h
Netherlands 77 (1.3) h
Russian Federation 73 (1.7) h
Czech Republic 73 (2.2) h
Hong Kong SAR 71 (1.8) h
Slovenia 70 (1.8) h
Germany 70 (1.7) h
Canada 69 (1.1) h
Poland 68 (1.5) h
Slovak Republic 68 (2.0) h
Northern Ireland 67 (2.0) h
Italy 67 (1.8) h
Denmark 66 (1.6) h
England 65 (1.9) h
Israel 65 (1.9) h
Austria 65 (1.9) h
Hungary 64 (1.8) h
Singapore 64 (1.6) h
Ireland 64 (2.2) h
Bulgaria 64 (2.2) h
Sweden 63 (1.9) h
Australia 62 (1.9) h
Spain 60 (2.2) h
Chinese Taipei 59 (1.5) h
Croatia 58 (1.9)
New Zealand 56 (1.7)
International Avg. 56 (0.3)
Portugal 55 (2.5)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P12M (Enemy Pie):  What was Dad's secret

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Portugal 55 (2.5)
Norway 53 (2.2)
Romania 53 (2.4)
Belgium (French) 52 (1.9)
Georgia 47 (2.2) i
France 46 (2.4) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 45 (1.8) i
Azerbaijan 45 (2.2) i
Malta 39 (1.5) i
Lithuania 37 (2.1) i
Colombia 37 (2.6) i
Trinidad and Tobago 36 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 30 (1.0) i
Qatar 29 (1.8) i
Saudi Arabia 27 (2.1) i
Oman 23 (1.0) i
Indonesia 20 (1.6) i
Morocco 20 (2.2) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 35 (2.2) i
Morocco 27 (2.1) i
Kuwait 22 (2.0) i
Botswana 19 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 81 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 72 (1.9) h
Ontario, Canada 71 (2.1) h
Andalusia, Spain 60 (1.9) h
Quebec, Canada 59 (2.1)
Maltese - Malta 43 (1.7) i
Dubai, UAE 38 (1.6) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 31 (2.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 26 (1.9) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 27

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 95 (0.9) h
Finland 94 (1.1) h
Germany 92 (1.2) h
Slovenia 92 (1.0) h
Netherlands 91 (1.0) h
Chinese Taipei 91 (1.1) h
Russian Federation 91 (1.2) h
Singapore 91 (1.0) h
Ireland 90 (1.4) h
Croatia 90 (1.2) h
England 90 (1.3) h
Czech Republic 89 (1.5) h
Northern Ireland 89 (1.4) h
Portugal 89 (1.3) h
Denmark 89 (1.1) h
United States 88 (0.9) h
Canada 87 (0.8) h
Hungary 86 (1.2) h
Belgium (French) 86 (1.5) h
Sweden 86 (1.5) h
Lithuania 86 (1.6) h
Austria 85 (1.4) h
Australia 85 (1.3) h
France 84 (1.5) h
Israel 84 (1.5) h
Bulgaria 83 (2.0) h
Italy 83 (1.4) h
Romania 82 (2.1)
Poland 82 (1.4) h

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P13M (Enemy Pie):  What sentence suggest about boys

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct
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Poland 82 (1.4) h
Slovak Republic 81 (1.6)
New Zealand 81 (1.2)
International Avg. 79 (0.2)
Spain 78 (1.5)
Azerbaijan 70 (2.3) i
Georgia 70 (1.9) i
Malta 67 (1.5) i
Colombia 64 (2.3) i
Saudi Arabia 64 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 64 (2.2) i
Indonesia 59 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 58 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 56 (1.3) i
Norway 55 (2.5) i
Qatar 50 (2.1) i
Oman 37 (1.5) i
Morocco 35 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 71 (2.2) i
Kuwait 62 (2.4) i
Morocco 60 (1.8) i
Botswana 40 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Quebec, Canada 90 (1.2) h
Florida, US 89 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 85 (1.5) h
Alberta, Canada 83 (1.7) h
Andalusia, Spain 81 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 67 (1.4) i
Maltese - Malta 65 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 53 (3.1) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 52 (2.6) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
28	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Russian Federation 75 (1.8) h
Hong Kong SAR 73 (1.6) h
Finland 71 (1.9) h
Chinese Taipei 69 (1.7) h
Germany 64 (1.8) h
United States 63 (1.2) h
Sweden 63 (1.9) h
Italy 62 (2.0) h
Northern Ireland 62 (2.4) h
Hungary 62 (1.8) h
Poland 62 (1.9) h
Croatia 61 (1.7) h
Canada 61 (1.4) h
Ireland 61 (2.1) h
Denmark 60 (1.8) h
Netherlands 59 (1.6) h
England 59 (1.8) h
Portugal 58 (2.1) h
Israel 58 (1.9) h
Bulgaria 57 (2.3) h
Slovak Republic 57 (2.0) h
Singapore 57 (1.6) h
Slovenia 56 (2.0) h
New Zealand 56 (1.8) h
Czech Republic 56 (2.5) h
Spain 55 (2.0) h
Australia 53 (2.1)
Romania 52 (2.5)
Georgia 50 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P14C (Enemy Pie):  Why Tom's dad made the pie

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Georgia 50 (2.0)
International Avg. 50 (0.3)
Austria 49 (2.0)
Lithuania 47 (2.2)
France 46 (2.4)
Belgium (French) 46 (2.1)
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 45 (1.6) i
Norway 43 (2.0) i
Azerbaijan 36 (2.4) i
Trinidad and Tobago 31 (2.1) i
Malta 29 (1.6) i
Qatar 25 (1.7) i
Colombia 25 (2.2) i
United Arab Emirates 22 (1.0) i
Saudi Arabia 15 (2.2) i
Indonesia 12 (1.3) i
Oman 10 (0.8) i
Morocco 4 (0.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 27 (2.3) i
Kuwait 20 (1.7) i
Morocco 19 (1.4) i
Botswana 16 (1.7) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 67 (2.3) h
Alberta, Canada 66 (2.1) h
Ontario, Canada 62 (2.4) h
Andalusia, Spain 52 (2.0)
Quebec, Canada 51 (2.0)
Dubai, UAE 33 (2.1) i
Maltese - Malta 28 (1.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 28 (2.6) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 18 (1.9) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 29

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 51 (1.7) h 80 (1.1) h
United States 50 (1.0) h 76 (1.3) h
Northern Ireland 48 (2.3) h 75 (2.1) h
Hong Kong SAR 45 (2.3) h 68 (1.9) h
Russian Federation 43 (2.2) h 73 (1.8) h
Canada 43 (1.1) h 68 (1.1) h
England 41 (1.8) h 68 (1.9) h
Ireland 41 (2.3) h 69 (1.9) h
Chinese Taipei 38 (1.7) h 70 (2.0) h
Israel 34 (1.9) h 55 (2.1)
Portugal 34 (1.9) h 66 (1.7) h
New Zealand 33 (1.7) h 62 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 32 (2.1) h 70 (2.3) h
Hungary 31 (1.7) h 76 (1.7) h
Croatia 28 (1.8) h 78 (1.7) h
Romania 28 (2.0) 64 (2.3) h
Spain 27 (1.8) 52 (2.0)
Czech Republic 27 (2.3) 71 (2.2) h
Italy 26 (1.6) 58 (2.1) h
International Avg. 24 (0.2) 54 (0.3)
Sweden 24 (1.5) 65 (1.7) h
Slovak Republic 24 (1.7) 68 (1.8) h
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 24 (1.5) 42 (2.0) i
Lithuania 22 (1.6) 69 (1.5) h
Denmark 22 (1.4) 49 (1.9) i
Finland 22 (1.7) 52 (1.9)
Australia 22 (1.7) 58 (2.4) h
Georgia 21 (1.6) i 50 (2.2)
Azerbaijan 20 (1.9) i 61 (2.1) h

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P15C (Enemy Pie):  What type of person is Tom's dad

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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Azerbaijan 20 (1.9) i 61 (2.1) h
Germany 19 (1.3) i 36 (1.7) i
Malta 17 (1.3) i 49 (1.6) i
France 17 (1.3) i 36 (1.7) i
Norway 17 (1.7) i 44 (1.9) i
Netherlands 15 (1.4) i 37 (1.7) i
Trinidad and Tobago 14 (1.4) i 42 (1.7) i
Austria 13 (1.3) i 33 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 12 (0.7) i 32 (1.1) i
Qatar 11 (1.5) i 32 (1.8) i
Colombia 11 (1.4) i 31 (2.5) i
Poland 10 (0.9) i 56 (1.9)
Belgium (French) 9 (1.2) i 25 (2.0) i
Saudi Arabia 9 (1.5) i 28 (2.3) i
Slovenia 9 (1.2) i 71 (1.8) h
Oman 6 (0.7) i 17 (1.3) i
Indonesia 5 (0.9) i 25 (1.9) i
Morocco 0 (0.1) i 5 (1.0) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 11 (1.2) i 20 (1.6) i
Botswana 10 (1.6) i 26 (2.2) i
Kuwait 9 (1.3) i 25 (2.0) i
Honduras 4 (1.3) i 21 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 54 (2.3) h 75 (2.1) h
Florida, US 54 (2.7) h 80 (2.0) h
Alberta, Canada 39 (2.3) h 68 (2.3) h
Andalusia, Spain 27 (2.1) 55 (2.3)
Quebec, Canada 23 (1.8) 56 (2.0)
Dubai, UAE 22 (1.6) 48 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 17 (1.7) i 39 (2.7) i
Maltese - Malta 16 (1.2) i 49 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 8 (1.3) i 26 (2.3) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
30	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Germany 60 (1.8) h
United States 49 (1.2) h
Sweden 49 (2.0) h
Denmark 46 (1.7) h
Ireland 45 (2.2) h
Norway 43 (2.0) h
Canada 43 (1.4) h
England 42 (2.0) h
Finland 41 (1.9) h
Hong Kong SAR 40 (1.8) h
Italy 39 (1.9) h
Slovak Republic 39 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 38 (1.9) h
Bulgaria 38 (2.3) h
Israel 38 (1.8) h
Hungary 36 (1.6) h
Singapore 36 (1.4) h
Netherlands 35 (1.8) h
Austria 35 (1.8) h
Czech Republic 35 (2.1) h
Croatia 34 (1.8) h
Portugal 34 (1.8)
Romania 32 (2.2)
Slovenia 32 (1.9)
Australia 32 (1.8)
International Avg. 30 (0.3)
New Zealand 30 (1.5)
Poland 29 (1.5)
Russian Federation 28 (1.9)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31P16C (Enemy Pie):  What is the lesson of the story

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Russian Federation 28 (1.9)
Trinidad and Tobago 27 (1.9) i
Georgia 26 (1.8) i
Malta 26 (1.6) i
Chinese Taipei 22 (1.4) i
Lithuania 22 (1.5) i
France 22 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 20 (1.8) i
Belgium (French) 19 (1.7) i
Indonesia 16 (2.0) i
Spain 16 (1.4) i
Qatar 15 (1.6) i
Colombia 14 (1.6) i
United Arab Emirates 13 (0.9) i
Azerbaijan 12 (1.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 9 (1.1) i
Oman 8 (0.9) i
Morocco 1 (0.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 23 (1.7) i
Kuwait 21 (2.1) i
Botswana 15 (1.8) i
Honduras 13 (1.6) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 54 (2.4) h
Ontario, Canada 46 (2.5) h
Alberta, Canada 39 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 36 (2.1) h
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 23 (2.4) i
Maltese - Malta 19 (1.4) i
Andalusia, Spain 16 (1.4) i
Dubai, UAE 15 (1.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 11 (1.4) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 31

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Chinese Taipei 92 (1.1) h
Russian Federation 91 (0.9) h
Netherlands 91 (1.0) h
Hong Kong SAR 91 (1.0) h
Croatia 90 (1.2) h
Denmark 90 (1.2) h
Finland 89 (1.2) h
United States 87 (0.7) h
Germany 87 (1.4) h
Singapore 86 (1.1) h
Portugal 85 (1.6) h
England 84 (1.7) h
Northern Ireland 84 (1.7) h
Australia 84 (1.6) h
Lithuania 83 (1.4) h
Ireland 83 (1.5) h
Sweden 83 (1.9) h
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 83 (1.4) h
Canada 82 (0.8) h
Bulgaria 81 (1.6) h
Austria 80 (1.4) h
New Zealand 80 (1.6) h
Israel 80 (1.5) h
International Avg. 76 (0.3)
Slovak Republic 76 (1.9)
Poland 76 (1.5)
Spain 75 (1.8)
Italy 75 (1.8)
Belgium (French) 75 (2.1)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N01M (Day Hiking):  Main message of the leaflet

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 13

Belgium (French) 75 (2.1)
France 73 (1.9)
Georgia 73 (2.3)
Azerbaijan 72 (2.5)
Malta 71 (1.8) i
Czech Republic 71 (2.2) i
Norway 71 (2.3) i
Romania 69 (2.0) i
Slovenia 69 (2.2) i
Hungary 68 (1.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 64 (2.1) i
Indonesia 60 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 58 (1.3) i
Qatar 58 (3.2) i
Colombia 57 (2.0) i
Oman 49 (1.5) i
Saudi Arabia 48 (2.4) i
Morocco 47 (1.9) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 63 (1.5) i
Kuwait 59 (2.7) i
Honduras 55 (2.8) i
Botswana 52 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 89 (1.4) h
Alberta, Canada 83 (1.9) h
Ontario, Canada 82 (1.4) h
Quebec, Canada 79 (1.8)
Maltese - Malta 78 (1.4)
Andalusia, Spain 75 (1.5)
Dubai, UAE 67 (1.6) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 56 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 54 (3.2) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
32	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 92 (0.8) h
Singapore 86 (1.1) h
Netherlands 85 (1.5) h
Russian Federation 84 (1.4) h
Slovak Republic 81 (1.5) h
Finland 78 (2.2) h
United States 78 (1.0) h
Northern Ireland 77 (1.4) h
Poland 77 (1.6) h
Germany 76 (1.9) h
England 75 (2.0) h
Australia 75 (1.3) h
Ireland 74 (1.9) h
Hungary 73 (1.6) h
Croatia 73 (1.6) h
Israel 73 (1.6) h
Czech Republic 72 (2.0) h
Portugal 72 (2.1) h
Bulgaria 72 (1.9) h
New Zealand 68 (1.8) h
Denmark 66 (1.8)
Austria 66 (1.6)
Malta 64 (1.8)
Slovenia 64 (1.8)
International Avg. 63 (0.3)
Chinese Taipei 63 (2.0)
France 63 (1.8)
Italy 63 (2.4)
Trinidad and Tobago 62 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N02C (Day Hiking):  What you see on a hike

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Trinidad and Tobago 62 (2.0)
Belgium (French) 62 (2.1)
Georgia 62 (2.3)
Canada 60 (1.8)
Lithuania 59 (2.0)
Sweden 58 (1.7) i
Spain 57 (2.0) i
Norway 55 (2.6) i
Romania 52 (2.7) i
Saudi Arabia 48 (2.5) i
United Arab Emirates 43 (1.1) i
Indonesia 40 (2.0) i
Oman 35 (1.5) i
Azerbaijan 35 (1.8) i
Colombia 34 (2.2) i
Qatar 34 (1.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 27 (1.6) i
Morocco 22 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 51 (1.6) i
Morocco 43 (2.4) i
Kuwait 41 (2.5) i
Honduras 32 (2.5) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 81 (2.1) h
Quebec, Canada 68 (2.4)
Ontario, Canada 60 (2.4)
Dubai, UAE 55 (1.8) i
Alberta, Canada 55 (1.8) i
Andalusia, Spain 52 (2.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 45 (3.1) i
Maltese - Malta 44 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 37 (2.0) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 33

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Finland 21 (1.4) h 54 (1.9) h
England 19 (1.7) h 53 (2.0) h
Denmark 19 (1.4) h 59 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 18 (1.7) h 56 (1.9) h
Hong Kong SAR 18 (1.5) h 55 (1.7) h
Singapore 18 (1.3) h 54 (1.6) h
Northern Ireland 18 (1.7) h 53 (2.5) h
Ireland 16 (1.5) h 52 (2.4) h
Israel 15 (1.3) h 46 (2.0) h
Australia 15 (1.2) h 41 (1.5) h
United States 15 (0.9) h 46 (1.1) h
Canada 13 (1.1) h 43 (1.1) h
New Zealand 13 (1.1) h 46 (1.9) h
Portugal 12 (1.1) 48 (2.1) h
Slovenia 12 (1.4) 48 (2.1) h
Slovak Republic 11 (1.1) 43 (1.8) h
Romania 11 (1.4) 32 (2.3) i
Malta 11 (1.4) 34 (2.1)
Germany 11 (1.1) 41 (1.8)
Poland 11 (1.3) 39 (1.7)
International Avg. 10 (0.2) 38 (0.3)
Hungary 10 (1.0) 36 (1.7)
Netherlands 10 (0.9) 42 (1.9) h
Croatia 10 (1.1) 43 (1.8) h
Bulgaria 9 (1.4) 39 (2.3)
Spain 9 (1.1) 35 (1.7)
Trinidad and Tobago 9 (1.0) 34 (2.2)
Italy 9 (1.1) 33 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 8 (0.7) i 30 (1.2) i

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N03C (Day Hiking):  Hiking in a group

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 15

United Arab Emirates 8 (0.7) i 30 (1.2) i
Belgium (French) 8 (1.3) i 32 (2.3) i
Czech Republic 7 (1.1) i 28 (2.2) i
Sweden 7 (1.2) i 30 (1.9) i
Austria 7 (1.0) i 37 (1.8)
Chinese Taipei 7 (1.0) i 45 (1.9) h
Lithuania 7 (0.9) i 32 (1.7) i
France 6 (0.9) i 31 (1.7) i
Georgia 5 (0.8) i 28 (2.2) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 5 (0.7) i 23 (1.5) i
Norway 5 (1.2) i 39 (2.3)
Morocco 5 (0.8) i 14 (1.3) i
Oman 5 (0.7) i 20 (0.9) i
Azerbaijan 5 (0.9) i 21 (2.1) i
Indonesia 4 (0.7) i 24 (1.6) i
Qatar 4 (0.6) i 24 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 4 (0.7) i 19 (2.7) i
Colombia 2 (0.4) i 14 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 11 (1.2) 28 (1.8) i
Kuwait 6 (1.2) i 21 (1.7) i
Botswana 5 (0.8) i 24 (1.8) i
Honduras 4 (0.9) i 24 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 15 (2.2) h 49 (2.2) h
Florida, US 15 (1.8) h 51 (2.0) h
Alberta, Canada 12 (1.3) 45 (2.1) h
Dubai, UAE 10 (1.4) 37 (2.0)
Quebec, Canada 8 (1.0) 28 (1.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 8 (1.3) 26 (2.5) i
Andalusia, Spain 8 (1.0) i 32 (2.1) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 7 (1.2) i 27 (2.2) i
Maltese - Malta 6 (0.8) i 24 (1.7) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
34	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 85 (1.3) h
Chinese Taipei 73 (1.8) h
Germany 71 (1.8) h
Singapore 71 (1.5) h
Russian Federation 69 (1.8) h
United States 69 (0.9) h
Israel 68 (1.9) h
Croatia 67 (1.7) h
Finland 66 (2.0) h
Denmark 65 (1.7) h
Italy 64 (1.8) h
Canada 64 (1.2) h
Sweden 63 (2.2) h
Hungary 62 (1.7) h
Austria 61 (2.1) h
Norway 61 (2.6) h
Portugal 60 (2.3) h
Slovenia 60 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 60 (2.1) h
Netherlands 59 (2.3)
England 59 (1.7)
Slovak Republic 58 (1.9)
Northern Ireland 58 (2.3)
Lithuania 57 (1.9)
International Avg. 55 (0.3)
Ireland 55 (2.0)
Azerbaijan 54 (2.2)
Australia 54 (1.6)
Malta 53 (2.2)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N04M (Day Hiking):  Section about right clothes

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 16

Malta 53 (2.2)
New Zealand 52 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 50 (2.4) i
France 50 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 50 (2.0) i
Belgium (French) 50 (1.9) i
Bulgaria 50 (2.3) i
Poland 49 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 47 (1.2) i
Romania 46 (2.4) i
Qatar 44 (1.6) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 43 (1.9) i
Oman 42 (1.5) i
Spain 40 (2.0) i
Georgia 38 (2.1) i
Indonesia 27 (1.8) i
Colombia 26 (2.0) i
Morocco 23 (1.7) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 44 (1.9) i
Morocco 40 (2.0) i
Kuwait 38 (2.7) i
Honduras 19 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 69 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 67 (2.4) h
Quebec, Canada 62 (2.4) h
Alberta, Canada 59 (2.1)
Dubai, UAE 53 (1.8)
Maltese - Malta 51 (1.7) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 44 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 36 (2.5) i
Andalusia, Spain 35 (1.8) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 35

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 98 (0.6) h
Finland 96 (0.7) h
Netherlands 95 (0.8) h
Chinese Taipei 95 (1.0) h
Singapore 95 (0.7) h
United States 95 (0.5) h
Croatia 94 (0.9) h
Sweden 94 (0.9) h
Russian Federation 94 (1.1) h
Northern Ireland 94 (1.2) h
Denmark 93 (0.9) h
Canada 93 (0.6) h
Ireland 93 (1.2) h
England 92 (1.1) h
Slovak Republic 91 (0.9) h
Czech Republic 91 (1.2) h
Italy 91 (1.3) h
France 91 (1.1) h
Portugal 91 (1.1) h
Bulgaria 90 (1.3) h
Lithuania 90 (1.1) h
Belgium (French) 90 (1.4) h
Spain 90 (1.0) h
Norway 90 (1.2) h
Australia 90 (1.1) h
Germany 90 (1.2) h
Austria 89 (1.4) h
Poland 88 (1.1) h
New Zealand 88 (1.1) h

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N05M (Day Hiking):  Why take extra socks

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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New Zealand 88 (1.1) h
Israel 88 (1.3) h
Slovenia 87 (1.4) h
International Avg. 84 (0.2)
Malta 82 (1.4)
Hungary 80 (1.2) i
Romania 79 (2.2) i
Trinidad and Tobago 76 (2.0) i
Georgia 75 (2.0) i
Azerbaijan 73 (1.8) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 72 (1.4) i
United Arab Emirates 68 (1.1) i
Indonesia 66 (2.0) i
Saudi Arabia 62 (2.2) i
Qatar 60 (1.8) i
Colombia 57 (2.4) i
Oman 51 (1.4) i
Morocco 34 (1.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 70 (1.9) i
Honduras 63 (2.6) i
Kuwait 59 (2.5) i
Morocco 56 (2.4) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 95 (0.9) h
Florida, US 94 (1.1) h
Alberta, Canada 93 (1.4) h
Quebec, Canada 92 (1.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 91 (1.2) h
Maltese - Malta 79 (1.6) i
Dubai, UAE 78 (1.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 63 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 58 (2.4) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
36	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 90 (1.2) h
Chinese Taipei 89 (1.0) h
Finland 89 (1.3) h
Northern Ireland 89 (1.5) h
Singapore 89 (0.9) h
Netherlands 88 (1.2) h
United States 87 (0.8) h
England 86 (1.4) h
Sweden 86 (2.3) h
Ireland 85 (1.5) h
Canada 84 (1.0) h
Croatia 83 (1.5) h
Italy 83 (1.5) h
Australia 82 (1.4) h
Russian Federation 82 (1.6) h
Denmark 81 (1.4) h
Israel 80 (1.5) h
France 80 (1.7) h
New Zealand 80 (1.2) h
Lithuania 80 (1.8) h
Germany 79 (1.5) h
Spain 79 (1.8) h
Hungary 78 (1.4) h
Czech Republic 77 (2.1)
Slovak Republic 76 (1.5)
Portugal 76 (2.0)
Austria 76 (1.5)
Bulgaria 76 (1.9)
International Avg. 74 (0.3)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N06M (Day Hiking):  What to do if you're in trouble

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct
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International Avg. 74 (0.3)
Belgium (French) 73 (2.3)
Norway 73 (2.5)
Slovenia 72 (1.7)
Poland 69 (1.9) i
Malta 69 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 68 (2.1) i
Romania 67 (2.2) i
Georgia 65 (2.5) i
Saudi Arabia 61 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 59 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 58 (1.2) i
Qatar 50 (2.1) i
Azerbaijan 50 (2.4) i
Indonesia 49 (2.2) i
Colombia 46 (2.8) i
Oman 45 (1.5) i
Morocco 24 (1.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 52 (2.6) i
Botswana 52 (2.0) i
Kuwait 49 (2.4) i
Morocco 41 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 87 (1.9) h
Ontario, Canada 85 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 85 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 81 (1.6) h
Andalusia, Spain 79 (1.9) h
Dubai, UAE 69 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 64 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 52 (2.7) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 51 (2.3) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 37

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Netherlands 86 (1.5) h
Chinese Taipei 84 (1.4) h
Croatia 83 (1.3) h
Finland 83 (1.6) h
Russian Federation 82 (1.6) h
Denmark 82 (1.4) h
Czech Republic 80 (1.7) h
Poland 78 (1.3) h
Bulgaria 78 (1.7) h
Sweden 77 (1.8) h
Portugal 74 (2.1) h
Austria 74 (1.5) h
Slovak Republic 74 (1.7) h
Israel 72 (1.7) h
France 72 (1.7) h
Singapore 71 (1.3) h
Belgium (French) 71 (2.3) h
United States 70 (1.0) h
Italy 69 (1.6) h
Canada 69 (1.8) h
Hungary 68 (1.3) h
Spain 67 (1.6) h
Hong Kong SAR 66 (1.9)
Lithuania 65 (1.8)
New Zealand 64 (1.6)
Romania 62 (2.5)
Northern Ireland 62 (2.1)
International Avg. 62 (0.3)
Georgia 62 (2.2)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N07M (Day Hiking):  How to avoid tiring too soon

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Georgia 62 (2.2)
England 62 (2.1)
Slovenia 60 (2.1)
Australia 59 (1.8) i
Ireland 59 (2.1)
Azerbaijan 58 (2.4) i
Germany 57 (2.0) i
Colombia 49 (2.7) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 47 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 43 (1.2) i
Indonesia 40 (2.4) i
Malta 39 (2.2) i
Saudi Arabia 37 (1.9) i
Qatar 36 (1.7) i
Norway 36 (2.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 35 (1.9) i
Oman 26 (1.3) i
Morocco 18 (1.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 42 (2.8) i
Botswana 38 (2.0) i
Kuwait 37 (2.2) i
Morocco 26 (1.6) i

Benchmarking Participants
Quebec, Canada 78 (1.5) h
Florida, US 70 (2.2) h
Ontario, Canada 68 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 65 (2.2)
Andalusia, Spain 62 (1.9)
Maltese - Malta 59 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 50 (1.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 41 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 32 (2.3) i SO

U
RC

E:
  I

EA
's

 P
ro

gr
es

s 
in

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l R
ea

di
ng

 L
it

er
ac

y 
St

ud
y 

–
PI

RL
S 

20
11

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 19



	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
38	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 74 (1.3) h
Finland 72 (2.1) h
Austria 72 (1.3) h
Netherlands 72 (1.6) h
Chinese Taipei 70 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 70 (1.8) h
Northern Ireland 70 (2.2) h
Croatia 69 (1.7) h
Denmark 69 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 69 (1.9) h
Hong Kong SAR 69 (1.5) h
Israel 68 (1.9) h
England 68 (1.9) h
Portugal 67 (2.4) h
United States 67 (1.3) h
Italy 66 (2.1) h
France 66 (1.9) h
Germany 66 (1.7) h
Canada 65 (1.3) h
Ireland 64 (2.4) h
Australia 61 (1.7)
Slovak Republic 61 (1.7)
Hungary 61 (1.8)
New Zealand 60 (1.8)
Sweden 60 (2.1)
Czech Republic 59 (2.3)
Spain 59 (2.0)
International Avg. 58 (0.3)
Slovenia 58 (1.9)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N08C (Day Hiking):  Tell when you plan to return

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 20

Slovenia 58 (1.9)
Lithuania 57 (2.1)
Malta 56 (1.9)
Belgium (French) 56 (2.2)
Georgia 55 (1.9)
Poland 54 (1.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 53 (2.2) i
Romania 51 (2.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 50 (1.8) i
Norway 46 (2.2) i
United Arab Emirates 44 (1.1) i
Saudi Arabia 43 (2.1) i
Azerbaijan 41 (2.6) i
Qatar 40 (2.1) i
Colombia 34 (2.4) i
Oman 33 (1.4) i
Indonesia 31 (2.5) i
Morocco 14 (1.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 47 (1.8) i
Honduras 41 (2.7) i
Morocco 38 (2.0) i
Kuwait 37 (2.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 71 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 67 (2.1) h
Quebec, Canada 66 (2.4) h
Ontario, Canada 65 (2.2) h
Andalusia, Spain 57 (2.0)
Dubai, UAE 55 (1.8)
Maltese - Malta 48 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 40 (2.7) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 36 (2.1) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 39

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 91 (1.0) h
Singapore 89 (0.9) h
Chinese Taipei 88 (1.2) h
Finland 88 (1.2) h
Denmark 88 (1.4) h
England 87 (1.1) h
Germany 86 (1.3) h
Netherlands 86 (1.0) h
United States 86 (0.9) h
Austria 85 (1.2) h
Norway 84 (1.7) h
Northern Ireland 84 (1.7) h
Sweden 82 (1.5) h
Portugal 82 (1.9) h
Ireland 82 (1.5) h
Australia 82 (1.4) h
Czech Republic 82 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 81 (1.5) h
Canada 81 (1.2) h
France 80 (1.7) h
New Zealand 79 (1.4) h
Slovenia 75 (1.6) h
Belgium (French) 75 (1.8)
Bulgaria 74 (1.8)
Croatia 74 (1.9)
Poland 72 (1.7)
International Avg. 72 (0.2)
Hungary 72 (1.6)
Spain 71 (1.8)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N09M (Day Hiking):  Which route for the shortest hike

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Spain 71 (1.8)
Israel 71 (2.2)
Lithuania 71 (1.7)
Slovak Republic 69 (1.7)
Italy 68 (1.9)
Malta 68 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 60 (1.0) i
Romania 59 (2.1) i
Indonesia 59 (2.1) i
Trinidad and Tobago 57 (2.0) i
Qatar 54 (1.6) i
Georgia 51 (2.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 50 (1.5) i
Colombia 49 (2.6) i
Oman 49 (1.7) i
Azerbaijan 40 (2.0) i
Saudi Arabia 38 (2.1) i
Morocco 22 (1.5) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Kuwait 58 (2.6) i
Honduras 56 (2.7) i
Botswana 50 (2.1) i
Morocco 36 (1.7) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 83 (1.8) h
Alberta, Canada 83 (1.7) h
Ontario, Canada 82 (1.5) h
Quebec, Canada 76 (1.9) h
Andalusia, Spain 72 (1.6)
Dubai, UAE 72 (1.2)
Maltese - Malta 59 (1.5) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 57 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 51 (2.8) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
40	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Croatia 90 (1.2) h
Czech Republic 84 (1.4) h
Slovak Republic 82 (1.5) h
Russian Federation 76 (1.7) h
New Zealand 72 (1.6) h
Portugal 72 (2.0) h
United States 70 (1.1) h
Singapore 70 (1.5) h
Netherlands 70 (1.5) h
Georgia 70 (2.2) h
Ireland 69 (1.7) h
Hungary 69 (1.7) h
Indonesia 69 (1.9) h
Denmark 69 (1.8) h
Finland 68 (2.0) h
Australia 67 (1.6) h
Romania 66 (2.4) h
Israel 66 (1.9) h
Canada 65 (1.6) h
Spain 65 (2.0) h
Northern Ireland 64 (2.3)
Lithuania 63 (1.7)
Hong Kong SAR 62 (1.5)
England 62 (1.9)
Germany 62 (2.1)
International Avg. 60 (0.3)
Italy 60 (1.9)
Colombia 59 (2.6)
Chinese Taipei 59 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N10M (Day Hiking):  Who could go to Lookout Station

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct
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Chinese Taipei 59 (2.0)
France 58 (1.6)
Norway 57 (2.7)
Bulgaria 57 (2.2)
Austria 55 (1.9) i
Malta 55 (1.8) i
Slovenia 49 (2.6) i
Poland 48 (1.6) i
Sweden 47 (2.5) i
Trinidad and Tobago 47 (2.0) i
Belgium (French) 46 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 46 (1.1) i
Qatar 44 (1.5) i
Azerbaijan 43 (2.0) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 42 (1.9) i
Oman 40 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 37 (1.9) i
Morocco 28 (1.5) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 45 (2.4) i
Botswana 42 (1.8) i
Morocco 38 (2.6) i
Kuwait 34 (2.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 69 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 68 (1.8) h
Alberta, Canada 66 (2.0) h
Ontario, Canada 66 (2.1) h
Andalusia, Spain 61 (2.1)
Maltese - Malta 57 (1.7) i
Dubai, UAE 54 (1.5) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 43 (1.9) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 40 (2.8) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 41

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Denmark 70 (1.7) h 86 (1.1) h
Russian Federation 64 (2.0) h 71 (1.9) h
United States 62 (1.2) h 83 (0.9) h
Netherlands 62 (1.9) h 81 (1.7) h
England 61 (1.8) h 83 (1.6) h
Northern Ireland 61 (2.6) h 82 (1.6) h
Hong Kong SAR 59 (2.0) h 78 (2.0) h
Czech Republic 57 (2.0) h 71 (2.0) h
Portugal 57 (2.7) h 79 (1.8) h
Slovenia 56 (1.9) h 62 (2.2)
Canada 55 (1.5) h 75 (1.4) h
Germany 53 (1.9) h 69 (1.7) h
Slovak Republic 52 (2.0) h 66 (1.7) h
France 51 (2.0) h 61 (1.9)
Chinese Taipei 51 (2.0) h 74 (1.5) h
Norway 50 (2.6) h 72 (2.2) h
Ireland 50 (2.1) h 73 (2.0) h
Italy 50 (2.1) h 63 (2.0) h
Finland 49 (1.8) h 66 (1.9) h
New Zealand 48 (1.8) h 73 (1.4) h
Sweden 48 (2.2) h 68 (2.1) h
Israel 47 (2.0) h 70 (1.9) h
Singapore 47 (1.6) h 70 (1.7) h
Poland 46 (1.8) h 64 (2.1) h
Hungary 45 (1.8) h 62 (1.6)
Belgium (French) 44 (2.3) 51 (2.4) i
Austria 43 (2.0) 54 (1.8) i
Australia 42 (2.0) 62 (2.0)
International Avg. 41 (0.3) 59 (0.3)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N11C (Day Hiking):  Studying the map key

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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International Avg. 41 (0.3) 59 (0.3)
Lithuania 33 (1.9) i 64 (2.2) h
Malta 33 (1.9) i 58 (2.1)
Bulgaria 30 (2.1) i 52 (2.5) i
Romania 27 (2.3) i 47 (2.6) i
Spain 27 (1.6) i 59 (1.6)
Croatia 26 (1.6) i 49 (1.6) i
Trinidad and Tobago 23 (1.7) i 49 (2.4) i
United Arab Emirates 23 (1.0) i 43 (1.3) i
Georgia 23 (2.0) i 43 (2.2) i
Qatar 20 (1.4) i 41 (1.8) i
Saudi Arabia 20 (2.1) i 43 (2.6) i
Oman 13 (1.0) i 32 (1.6) i
Azerbaijan 11 (1.5) i 30 (2.3) i
Colombia 11 (1.5) i 27 (2.2) i
Indonesia 10 (1.2) i 33 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 7 (0.9) i 17 (1.3) i
Morocco 6 (0.7) i 14 (1.2) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Kuwait 25 (2.0) i 43 (2.7) i
Botswana 22 (1.7) i 49 (1.9) i
Honduras 15 (1.6) i 39 (2.5) i
Morocco (6) 14 (1.1) i 34 (2.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 66 (2.5) h 87 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 62 (2.2) h 81 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 61 (2.1) h 79 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 43 (2.4) 59 (2.5)
Dubai, UAE 28 (1.6) i 48 (2.1) i
Andalusia, Spain 27 (1.6) i 62 (1.9)
Abu Dhabi, UAE 21 (1.8) i 42 (2.1) i
Maltese - Malta 12 (1.1) i 23 (1.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA - - - - SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
42	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 60 (1.9) h 82 (1.4) h
Singapore 54 (1.8) h 80 (1.3) h
Finland 53 (2.0) h 87 (1.4) h
England 48 (2.0) h 78 (1.7) h
United States 48 (1.1) h 81 (0.8) h
Portugal 48 (2.0) h 70 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 46 (1.4) h 84 (1.3) h
Israel 45 (1.9) h 70 (2.1) h
Northern Ireland 45 (2.2) h 80 (1.8) h
Denmark 44 (1.7) h 78 (1.4) h
Slovenia 43 (1.8) h 74 (1.7) h
Czech Republic 43 (2.2) h 72 (2.0) h
Canada 43 (1.4) h 73 (1.0) h
Italy 42 (2.1) h 71 (1.6) h
Russian Federation 42 (2.3) h 75 (2.0) h
Croatia 40 (1.9) h 76 (1.7) h
Ireland 40 (2.0) h 71 (1.9) h
Poland 38 (1.9) h 67 (1.8) h
New Zealand 38 (1.5) h 69 (1.6) h
France 38 (1.9) h 60 (1.9)
Slovak Republic 36 (1.7) 71 (1.9) h
Australia 36 (1.9) 67 (2.0) h
Germany 34 (1.9) 58 (1.9)
Netherlands 33 (1.8) 76 (1.7) h
International Avg. 33 (0.3) 60 (0.3)
Sweden 32 (1.9) 65 (2.0) h
Hungary 31 (1.8) 66 (1.7) h
Belgium (French) 30 (2.1) 56 (2.7)
Austria 29 (2.1) 52 (2.4) i

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R21N12C (Day Hiking):  Reasons for choosing route

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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Austria 29 (2.1) 52 (2.4) i
Lithuania 29 (2.0) 61 (1.7)
Romania 28 (2.3) i 59 (2.8)
Bulgaria 28 (1.8) i 62 (2.3)
Malta 27 (1.9) i 53 (1.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 26 (1.7) i 53 (2.0) i
Spain 26 (1.3) i 51 (1.4) i
Norway 25 (1.9) i 66 (2.0) h
United Arab Emirates 20 (0.9) i 39 (1.1) i
Qatar 18 (1.7) i 32 (2.4) i
Georgia 13 (1.7) i 36 (2.4) i
Oman 13 (1.1) i 25 (1.3) i
Saudi Arabia 13 (1.5) i 34 (2.3) i
Indonesia 12 (1.4) i 35 (2.3) i
Colombia 11 (1.6) i 30 (2.2) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 10 (1.0) i 30 (1.7) i
Azerbaijan 8 (1.2) i 23 (2.5) i
Morocco 3 (0.6) i 7 (0.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 16 (2.2) i 34 (2.9) i
Kuwait 13 (1.7) i 26 (2.0) i
Botswana 12 (1.3) i 26 (1.7) i
Morocco 9 (1.3) i 17 (1.6) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 47 (3.0) h 81 (2.2) h
Ontario, Canada 43 (2.5) h 76 (2.1) h
Alberta, Canada 42 (2.3) h 75 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 42 (2.7) h 68 (2.3) h
Andalusia, Spain 31 (1.9) 56 (2.4)
Dubai, UAE 28 (1.7) i 53 (1.7) i
Maltese - Malta 25 (1.4) i 45 (1.7) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 17 (1.8) i 33 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 15 (1.5) i 36 (2.4) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 43

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Netherlands 95 (1.0) h
Italy 92 (1.1) h
Hong Kong SAR 92 (1.1) h
Sweden 90 (1.2) h
Spain 90 (1.1) h
Finland 89 (1.3) h
Slovenia 87 (1.0) h
Israel 87 (1.4) h
Chinese Taipei 86 (1.5) h
Croatia 85 (1.4) h
United States 85 (0.9) h
Germany 85 (1.5) h
Hungary 83 (1.5) h
England 83 (1.5) h
Northern Ireland 82 (1.7) h
Georgia 82 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 82 (1.9) h
Canada 82 (1.3) h
Australia 82 (1.3) h
Ireland 82 (2.0) h
Austria 81 (1.4) h
Lithuania 81 (1.9) h
Portugal 80 (2.4) h
Romania 80 (1.7) h
Bulgaria 80 (2.0) h
New Zealand 76 (1.3)
Norway 76 (2.1)
Denmark 76 (1.5)
Czech Republic 75 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G01M (Giant Tooth):  What is a fossil

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Czech Republic 75 (1.7)
International Avg. 75 (0.3)
Singapore 75 (1.5)
Slovak Republic 73 (1.8)
Poland 68 (1.5) i
Indonesia 68 (2.2) i
Belgium (French) 67 (1.8) i
France 64 (2.0) i
Malta 64 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 63 (1.1) i
Qatar 58 (2.2) i
Trinidad and Tobago 56 (1.9) i
Azerbaijan 52 (2.2) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 52 (1.8) i
Colombia 51 (2.7) i
Saudi Arabia 49 (2.5) i
Oman 45 (1.6) i
Morocco 42 (2.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 71 (1.8) i
Kuwait 66 (2.2) i
Morocco 57 (2.5) i
Honduras 53 (2.6) i

Benchmarking Participants
Andalusia, Spain 93 (0.9) h
Florida, US 89 (1.4) h
Alberta, Canada 87 (1.4) h
Ontario, Canada 83 (1.6) h
Quebec, Canada 78 (1.7)
Maltese - Malta 73 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 68 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 58 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 55 (3.2) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
44	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 81 (1.3) h
Chinese Taipei 77 (1.4) h
Hong Kong SAR 76 (1.5) h
Netherlands 75 (1.5) h
Sweden 67 (1.8) h
Germany 67 (2.1) h
Portugal 64 (2.1) h
Russian Federation 64 (1.9) h
England 63 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 62 (2.5) h
Ireland 62 (2.0) h
Israel 61 (1.8) h
Slovenia 61 (1.8) h
Denmark 61 (1.7) h
Austria 61 (2.4) h
Bulgaria 60 (2.4) h
Slovak Republic 60 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 60 (2.6) h
Italy 59 (1.6) h
New Zealand 59 (1.6) h
Croatia 58 (2.1) h
Australia 58 (2.1) h
Spain 57 (1.8) h
Canada 57 (1.3) h
Hungary 56 (1.8)
Malta 55 (1.8)
France 53 (1.8)
International Avg. 53 (0.3)
Norway 51 (2.2)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G02C (Giant Tooth):  Why people believed in giants

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Norway 51 (2.2)
Georgia 50 (1.9)
Finland 48 (2.0) i
United States 45 (1.4) i
Saudi Arabia 44 (2.8) i
Poland 43 (1.6) i
Trinidad and Tobago 43 (1.9) i
Qatar 42 (1.8) i
Indonesia 41 (1.9) i
Romania 41 (2.3) i
Belgium (French) 38 (2.5) i
United Arab Emirates 36 (1.2) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 35 (2.1) i
Azerbaijan 35 (2.2) i
Colombia 29 (2.4) i
Lithuania 29 (1.7) i
Oman 28 (1.6) i
Morocco 26 (1.5) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 58 (2.2) h
Botswana 52 (2.0)
Honduras 35 (2.2) i
Kuwait 21 (1.9) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 61 (2.4) h
Alberta, Canada 58 (2.2) h
Maltese - Malta 52 (2.0)
Andalusia, Spain 52 (2.2)
Florida, US 51 (2.4)
Dubai, UAE 49 (1.3) i
Quebec, Canada 45 (1.9) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 40 (2.3) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 32 (2.5) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 45

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Croatia 87 (1.3) h
Hong Kong SAR 86 (1.4) h
Singapore 83 (1.2) h
Ireland 83 (1.5) h
Finland 83 (1.4) h
Northern Ireland 82 (1.6) h
Portugal 79 (2.1) h
United States 78 (1.0) h
Denmark 78 (1.4) h
Russian Federation 77 (1.7) h
Germany 77 (1.7) h
Slovenia 77 (1.6) h
England 77 (1.8) h
Czech Republic 77 (1.9) h
Italy 76 (1.6) h
Sweden 76 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 76 (1.7) h
Canada 75 (1.1) h
Austria 75 (1.4) h
Hungary 74 (1.8) h
Israel 74 (1.8)
Netherlands 73 (1.5)
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 73 (1.5)
Romania 72 (2.4)
New Zealand 72 (1.3)
Bulgaria 71 (1.9)
Australia 71 (1.7)
Norway 71 (2.1)
International Avg. 71 (0.3)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G03M (Giant Tooth):  Where Palissy found fossils

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct
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International Avg. 71 (0.3)
Malta 70 (1.6)
Lithuania 70 (1.6)
Poland 70 (1.7)
Slovak Republic 69 (1.8)
Azerbaijan 68 (1.8)
Spain 65 (2.1) i
France 65 (1.9) i
Georgia 63 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 62 (1.3) i
Trinidad and Tobago 61 (2.3) i
Qatar 60 (2.1) i
Saudi Arabia 60 (2.2) i
Belgium (French) 60 (1.6) i
Oman 54 (1.3) i
Colombia 51 (2.4) i
Indonesia 50 (2.1) i
Morocco 27 (1.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 65 (1.8) i
Kuwait 62 (1.9) i
Honduras 48 (3.0) i
Morocco 46 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 81 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 80 (1.5) h
Ontario, Canada 76 (1.9) h
Quebec, Canada 74 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 72 (2.1)
Andalusia, Spain 69 (1.7)
Maltese - Malta 65 (2.0) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 58 (2.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 54 (2.2) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
46	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 60 (2.1) h
Chinese Taipei 55 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 44 (2.3) h
Singapore 42 (1.7) h
Hungary 40 (1.6) h
Czech Republic 39 (2.6) h
Finland 38 (2.0) h
Slovak Republic 29 (1.7) h
Northern Ireland 29 (2.0) h
Azerbaijan 29 (2.3)
England 28 (1.8) h
Italy 28 (1.8)
Germany 28 (1.9)
Israel 28 (1.9)
Croatia 28 (1.7)
Bulgaria 27 (2.0)
Ireland 26 (2.0)
Slovenia 26 (1.8)
Canada 25 (1.1)
International Avg. 25 (0.2)
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 24 (1.6)
Netherlands 24 (1.6)
United States 24 (1.0)
Portugal 23 (1.6)
Sweden 23 (1.5)
Denmark 21 (1.7) i
Romania 21 (2.0)
Australia 21 (1.4) i
Lithuania 21 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G04C (Giant Tooth):  What was Palissy's new idea

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Lithuania 21 (1.5) i
Qatar 19 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 19 (1.7) i
Austria 18 (1.4) i
Georgia 18 (1.8) i
Malta 17 (1.3) i
New Zealand 17 (1.2) i
Norway 17 (1.4) i
France 17 (1.4) i
United Arab Emirates 16 (0.7) i
Oman 15 (1.1) i
Trinidad and Tobago 15 (1.5) i
Poland 14 (1.3) i
Spain 12 (0.9) i
Morocco 12 (0.9) i
Belgium (French) 11 (1.7) i
Indonesia 11 (1.4) i
Colombia 9 (1.4) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 39 (2.7) h
Kuwait 17 (1.8) i
Botswana 15 (1.3) i
Honduras 9 (1.5) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 27 (2.2)
Florida, US 25 (2.3)
Alberta, Canada 23 (1.8)
Quebec, Canada 23 (2.1)
Dubai, UAE 21 (1.3) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 13 (1.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 12 (1.6) i
Andalusia, Spain 12 (1.2) i
Maltese - Malta 10 (1.1) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 47

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Chinese Taipei 70 (1.8) h
Denmark 68 (1.4) h
Hong Kong SAR 66 (1.8) h
Finland 66 (1.8) h
Italy 66 (1.9) h
Netherlands 66 (1.9) h
Ireland 65 (2.0) h
Czech Republic 63 (2.2) h
Portugal 63 (2.3) h
Singapore 61 (1.5) h
England 61 (2.2) h
Hungary 60 (1.8) h
United States 60 (1.2) h
Northern Ireland 59 (2.6) h
Bulgaria 59 (1.9) h
Sweden 58 (2.0) h
Canada 58 (1.6) h
Slovak Republic 58 (1.5) h
Israel 57 (1.7) h
Austria 57 (1.7) h
New Zealand 57 (1.6)
Russian Federation 56 (1.7)
Australia 55 (1.7)
Croatia 55 (1.8)
Spain 54 (1.9)
International Avg. 54 (0.3)
Germany 53 (1.8)
Georgia 52 (2.0)
Romania 52 (2.4)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G05M (Giant Tooth):  Why Palissy was imprisoned

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Romania 52 (2.4)
Poland 51 (1.7)
Norway 49 (2.2) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 49 (1.7) i
Lithuania 49 (1.7) i
France 48 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 48 (1.3) i
Malta 45 (1.9) i
Belgium (French) 45 (2.8) i
Saudi Arabia 44 (2.2) i
Azerbaijan 44 (2.4) i
Indonesia 42 (2.2) i
Qatar 42 (1.8) i
Oman 40 (1.7) i
Slovenia 39 (2.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 38 (2.0) i
Morocco 35 (2.1) i
Colombia 32 (2.1) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 51 (2.1)
Botswana 46 (1.9) i
Honduras 44 (2.8) i
Kuwait 44 (2.4) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 66 (2.4) h
Quebec, Canada 59 (2.2) h
Ontario, Canada 59 (2.3) h
Andalusia, Spain 56 (1.7)
Alberta, Canada 56 (2.3)
Dubai, UAE 51 (2.2)
Maltese - Malta 48 (2.2) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 45 (2.3) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 43 (2.6) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
48	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Russian Federation 87 (1.0) h
Ireland 85 (1.4) h
Hong Kong SAR 84 (1.5) h
Croatia 83 (1.3) h
Singapore 82 (1.4) h
Lithuania 81 (1.8) h
Northern Ireland 81 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 81 (1.8) h
Slovak Republic 79 (1.6) h
Italy 78 (1.5) h
Denmark 78 (1.3) h
Bulgaria 77 (2.1) h
Germany 77 (1.4) h
Finland 76 (1.4) h
Chinese Taipei 76 (1.6) h
England 75 (1.8) h
Canada 74 (1.2) h
Austria 73 (1.7) h
France 73 (1.7) h
United States 73 (1.0) h
Malta 73 (1.6) h
Sweden 72 (1.7) h
New Zealand 70 (1.6)
Australia 69 (1.5)
Portugal 68 (2.2)
Poland 68 (1.6)
Hungary 68 (1.8)
Israel 68 (2.0)
International Avg. 68 (0.3)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G06M (Giant Tooth):  Who found the fossil tooth

Multiple Choice (Key is B)

Percent
Correct
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International Avg. 68 (0.3)
Slovenia 67 (1.9)
Spain 67 (1.9)
Belgium (French) 66 (2.0)
Norway 66 (2.7)
Netherlands 65 (2.3)
Trinidad and Tobago 65 (2.0)
Romania 64 (2.1)
Georgia 59 (1.8) i
Azerbaijan 55 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 52 (1.2) i
Colombia 51 (2.7) i
Qatar 48 (1.7) i
Indonesia 44 (2.3) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 42 (1.8) i
Saudi Arabia 40 (2.4) i
Oman 37 (1.3) i
Morocco 29 (1.7) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 63 (1.9) i
Honduras 61 (2.7) i
Morocco 52 (2.4) i
Kuwait 51 (2.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Quebec, Canada 77 (1.5) h
Florida, US 76 (2.0) h
Ontario, Canada 72 (2.2)
Maltese - Malta 71 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 71 (1.8)
Andalusia, Spain 68 (2.0)
Dubai, UAE 64 (1.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 53 (2.6) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 47 (2.1) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 49

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Croatia 74 (1.6) h
Ireland 73 (1.5) h
Czech Republic 72 (2.1) h
Finland 72 (1.6) h
Northern Ireland 71 (2.1) h
Hungary 70 (1.4) h
Russian Federation 70 (1.7) h
England 69 (1.9) h
United States 69 (1.0) h
Italy 69 (1.9) h
Denmark 68 (1.9) h
Singapore 68 (1.6) h
Lithuania 67 (2.0) h
Slovak Republic 65 (2.1) h
Slovenia 65 (1.8) h
Bulgaria 64 (2.3) h
Hong Kong SAR 63 (1.8) h
Azerbaijan 62 (2.3) h
Netherlands 61 (1.5) h
Canada 61 (1.1) h
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 60 (1.6)
New Zealand 59 (1.7)
Germany 59 (2.1)
Spain 58 (2.0)
Sweden 58 (2.1)
Australia 58 (1.9)
Austria 58 (2.0)
International Avg. 57 (0.3)
Israel 57 (1.9)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G07M (Giant Tooth):  What made the tooth puzzling

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct
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Israel 57 (1.9)
Romania 56 (2.3)
Belgium (French) 56 (2.1)
Georgia 55 (2.2)
France 53 (2.1)
Norway 52 (2.3) i
Trinidad and Tobago 51 (2.2) i
Chinese Taipei 51 (1.9) i
Portugal 51 (2.0) i
Malta 46 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 42 (1.1) i
Qatar 40 (1.7) i
Poland 39 (1.9) i
Colombia 38 (2.3) i
Saudi Arabia 35 (1.9) i
Oman 30 (1.1) i
Indonesia 29 (1.7) i
Morocco 24 (1.7) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 46 (1.9) i
Honduras 41 (2.7) i
Morocco 41 (2.4) i
Kuwait 32 (1.9) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 73 (1.8) h
Alberta, Canada 67 (2.4) h
Ontario, Canada 64 (2.2) h
Andalusia, Spain 62 (1.7) h
Dubai, UAE 54 (1.3) i
Quebec, Canada 46 (2.0) i
Maltese - Malta 42 (1.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 39 (2.3) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 36 (2.2) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
50	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 52 (1.5) h
Canada 49 (1.3) h
Northern Ireland 49 (2.6) h
Russian Federation 47 (2.0) h
Denmark 47 (1.7) h
Italy 47 (2.0) h
United States 47 (1.2) h
Netherlands 46 (1.8) h
Israel 46 (1.8) h
Australia 45 (2.2) h
England 45 (2.0) h
Germany 44 (1.7) h
Finland 43 (2.1) h
Hungary 42 (1.6) h
Sweden 42 (2.1) h
New Zealand 41 (1.6) h
Ireland 41 (2.2) h
Portugal 41 (2.1) h
Slovenia 40 (1.7) h
Bulgaria 38 (2.2)
Lithuania 38 (1.8) h
Croatia 38 (1.7) h
Poland 35 (1.8)
Slovak Republic 35 (1.9)
Belgium (French) 35 (1.9)
International Avg. 34 (0.3)
Norway 33 (2.0)
Austria 33 (1.8)
Romania 33 (2.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G08CA (Giant Tooth):  Tooth from diff. types (giant)

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Romania 33 (2.7)
Spain 32 (1.8)
Czech Republic 32 (2.1)
Hong Kong SAR 30 (1.9) i
Georgia 28 (1.6) i
France 27 (1.7) i
Malta 27 (1.3) i
Chinese Taipei 26 (1.6) i
Qatar 22 (1.5) i
Colombia 21 (2.0) i
United Arab Emirates 19 (0.8) i
Trinidad and Tobago 17 (1.6) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 15 (1.3) i
Indonesia 15 (1.7) i
Saudi Arabia 13 (1.5) i
Oman 11 (0.9) i
Azerbaijan 8 (1.1) i
Morocco 3 (0.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 16 (1.4) i
Honduras 12 (1.6) i
Kuwait 11 (1.4) i
Morocco 9 (1.0) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 51 (2.3) h
Florida, US 49 (2.9) h
Alberta, Canada 45 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 44 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 30 (1.6) i
Dubai, UAE 26 (1.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 20 (2.7) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 18 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 18 (1.5) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 51

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 28 (1.7) h
Canada 27 (1.1) h
Northern Ireland 26 (2.0) h
Russian Federation 25 (1.7) h
Israel 25 (1.6) h
England 24 (1.5) h
Portugal 24 (2.3) h
Italy 23 (1.7) h
United States 23 (1.0) h
Czech Republic 23 (1.8) h
New Zealand 23 (1.7) h
Finland 22 (1.6) h
Ireland 22 (1.7) h
Australia 21 (1.7) h
Denmark 19 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 18 (1.9)
Slovak Republic 18 (1.3)
Croatia 17 (1.4)
Hungary 17 (1.3)
Romania 17 (1.4)
Lithuania 17 (1.6)
Germany 16 (1.3)
Sweden 15 (1.3)
International Avg. 15 (0.2)
Netherlands 15 (1.3)
Poland 15 (1.2)
Spain 15 (1.1)
France 14 (1.4)
Belgium (French) 13 (1.8)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G08CB (Giant Tooth):  Tooth from diff. types (reptile)

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Belgium (French) 13 (1.8)
Chinese Taipei 12 (1.0) i
Austria 12 (1.5) i
Slovenia 12 (1.3) i
Qatar 12 (1.3) i
Malta 11 (1.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 9 (1.2) i
Georgia 9 (1.1) i
Norway 8 (1.2) i
United Arab Emirates 8 (0.6) i
Azerbaijan 8 (1.2) i
Indonesia 7 (1.0) i
Hong Kong SAR 6 (0.9) i
Colombia 6 (0.9) i
Oman 5 (0.7) i
Saudi Arabia 5 (1.0) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 4 (0.6) i
Morocco 1 (0.2) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 11 (1.2) i
Honduras 6 (1.0) i
Morocco 6 (1.1) i
Kuwait 5 (0.9) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 27 (2.5) h
Florida, US 26 (2.6) h
Alberta, Canada 25 (1.6) h
Quebec, Canada 23 (1.9) h
Dubai, UAE 13 (1.3)
Andalusia, Spain 12 (1.2) i
Maltese - Malta 8 (1.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 7 (1.1) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 7 (1.1) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
52	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Singapore 23 (1.5) h 58 (1.6) h
Canada 22 (1.0) h 54 (1.1) h
Northern Ireland 20 (2.0) h 55 (2.5) h
Russian Federation 19 (1.6) h 53 (2.2) h
Portugal 19 (2.0) h 46 (2.0) h
England 19 (1.4) h 50 (2.0) h
Israel 18 (1.4) h 52 (1.8) h
United States 18 (1.0) h 51 (1.2) h
New Zealand 18 (1.4) h 46 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 17 (1.7) h 37 (2.0)
Italy 17 (1.5) h 53 (2.0) h
Finland 17 (1.4) h 48 (2.3) h
Australia 17 (1.4) h 49 (2.3) h
Ireland 16 (1.4) h 46 (2.1) h
Denmark 15 (1.4) h 51 (1.7) h
Hungary 14 (1.1) 46 (1.6) h
Romania 13 (1.4) 36 (2.6)
Bulgaria 13 (1.6) 43 (2.5) h
Croatia 13 (1.3) 42 (1.8) h
Poland 13 (1.1) 37 (1.7)
Germany 13 (1.2) 47 (1.6) h
Lithuania 12 (1.2) 42 (1.9) h
Slovak Republic 12 (1.0) 40 (1.9)
Netherlands 12 (0.9) 50 (1.9) h
Sweden 12 (1.3) 45 (1.9) h
International Avg. 12 (0.2) 38 (0.3)
Spain 11 (1.1) 36 (1.8)
Slovenia 11 (1.2) 42 (1.7) h
Austria 10 (1.3) 35 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G08CZ (Giant Tooth):  Tooth from diff. types (DERIVED)

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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Austria 10 (1.3) 35 (2.0)
France 9 (1.2) i 31 (1.9) i
Belgium (French) 9 (1.4) 38 (2.1)
Qatar 8 (1.2) i 26 (1.5) i
Norway 7 (1.1) i 34 (2.1)
Malta 7 (0.7) i 31 (1.5) i
Chinese Taipei 7 (0.7) i 31 (1.7) i
Georgia 7 (1.0) i 30 (1.6) i
United Arab Emirates 5 (0.4) i 22 (0.9) i
Trinidad and Tobago 5 (1.0) i 21 (1.8) i
Hong Kong SAR 5 (0.7) i 31 (1.9) i
Colombia 4 (0.7) i 23 (2.0) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 3 (0.5) i 16 (1.4) i
Azerbaijan 3 (0.7) i 14 (1.5) i
Indonesia 3 (0.6) i 20 (2.1) i
Oman 3 (0.5) i 14 (1.1) i
Saudi Arabia 2 (0.7) i 16 (1.5) i
Morocco 0 (0.2) i 3 (0.6) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 4 (0.9) i 14 (1.6) i
Botswana 3 (0.7) i 23 (1.7) i
Kuwait 2 (0.6) i 14 (1.5) i
Morocco 1 (0.3) i 13 (1.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Ontario, Canada 22 (2.4) h 56 (2.2) h
Florida, US 21 (2.5) h 55 (2.9) h
Alberta, Canada 20 (1.4) h 51 (1.9) h
Quebec, Canada 19 (1.7) h 48 (2.1) h
Dubai, UAE 10 (1.2) 29 (1.5) i
Andalusia, Spain 10 (1.1) 32 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 5 (0.8) i 20 (1.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 4 (1.0) i 23 (2.5) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 4 (0.9) i 21 (1.6) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 53

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 80 (1.7) h
Chinese Taipei 79 (1.6) h
Singapore 75 (1.5) h
Italy 74 (1.4) h
Finland 73 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 72 (1.4) h
Sweden 69 (1.9) h
Portugal 67 (2.0) h
Czech Republic 66 (2.2) h
Ireland 66 (2.3) h
Slovenia 65 (2.1) h
England 64 (2.1) h
Northern Ireland 64 (2.3) h
Lithuania 64 (1.9) h
Israel 63 (1.9) h
Slovak Republic 63 (1.8) h
France 63 (1.6) h
Croatia 63 (1.7) h
Hungary 62 (1.5) h
Spain 61 (2.0)
Germany 61 (1.9)
United States 61 (1.2) h
Austria 61 (2.0)
Belgium (French) 60 (2.1)
Canada 60 (1.4)
Bulgaria 58 (1.9)
Denmark 58 (2.0)
International Avg. 58 (0.3)
Romania 56 (2.3)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G09M (Giant Tooth):  Why Gideon took tooth to a museum

Multiple Choice (Key is C)

Percent
Correct
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Romania 56 (2.3)
Australia 55 (1.9)
Netherlands 55 (2.0)
Azerbaijan 54 (2.7)
Norway 52 (2.5) i
New Zealand 52 (1.6) i
Malta 52 (1.8) i
Poland 51 (1.8) i
Georgia 51 (2.1) i
Trinidad and Tobago 47 (1.8) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 46 (1.8) i
United Arab Emirates 46 (1.2) i
Qatar 43 (2.4) i
Saudi Arabia 42 (2.4) i
Colombia 36 (2.4) i
Indonesia 35 (2.1) i
Oman 31 (1.6) i
Morocco 26 (1.5) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 51 (1.8) i
Kuwait 43 (2.5) i
Honduras 43 (2.6) i
Morocco 38 (1.6) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 64 (2.5) h
Andalusia, Spain 64 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 63 (2.1) h
Ontario, Canada 59 (2.4)
Alberta, Canada 54 (2.1)
Dubai, UAE 54 (2.0) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 43 (2.0) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 41 (2.3) i
Maltese - Malta 41 (1.9) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
54	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Italy 57 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 56 (2.1) h
Germany 56 (2.1) h
Singapore 52 (1.6) h
United States 51 (1.3) h
Finland 50 (1.5) h
Denmark 47 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 46 (2.4) h
Canada 46 (1.1) h
Portugal 46 (2.4) h
England 46 (2.2) h
Northern Ireland 45 (2.1) h
Israel 42 (1.9) h
Netherlands 42 (1.7) h
Hungary 42 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 40 (1.9) h
Slovak Republic 40 (1.9) h
New Zealand 40 (1.6) h
Croatia 39 (1.7) h
Ireland 39 (1.9) h
Slovenia 37 (2.4)
Australia 37 (2.0)
Romania 37 (2.0)
International Avg. 34 (0.3)
Sweden 33 (2.0)
Austria 32 (1.9)
Hong Kong SAR 30 (2.2)
France 30 (1.9) i
Spain 30 (1.5) i

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G10C (Giant Tooth):  Why seeing tooth was important

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct

TIMSS & PIRLS International Study Center Page 36

Spain 30 (1.5) i
Georgia 29 (2.4)
Malta 28 (1.7) i
Chinese Taipei 28 (1.6) i
Norway 27 (1.8) i
Belgium (French) 26 (1.6) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 24 (1.7) i
Colombia 23 (2.3) i
Qatar 22 (1.4) i
Trinidad and Tobago 19 (1.7) i
Azerbaijan 19 (1.9) i
Poland 18 (1.4) i
Lithuania 18 (1.5) i
Indonesia 17 (1.7) i
United Arab Emirates 16 (0.9) i
Saudi Arabia 12 (1.4) i
Oman 11 (0.9) i
Morocco 1 (0.5) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Honduras 21 (1.8) i
Botswana 19 (1.7) i
Morocco 10 (1.0) i
Kuwait 7 (1.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 58 (2.6) h
Alberta, Canada 49 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 48 (2.4) h
Ontario, Canada 46 (2.6) h
Andalusia, Spain 29 (1.9) i
Dubai, UAE 25 (1.6) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 21 (1.9) i
Maltese - Malta 18 (1.3) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 14 (1.1) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 55

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 83 (1.6) h
Russian Federation 82 (1.5) h
Chinese Taipei 80 (1.6) h
Singapore 69 (1.7) h
Finland 68 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 68 (2.4) h
Denmark 66 (1.5) h
Netherlands 66 (2.0) h
Austria 64 (2.0) h
England 64 (2.2) h
Northern Ireland 63 (2.1) h
Bulgaria 63 (2.2) h
Germany 63 (2.0) h
Hungary 63 (1.7) h
Italy 62 (1.9) h
Sweden 62 (2.0) h
Romania 62 (2.2) h
Slovak Republic 61 (2.0) h
Ireland 61 (2.1)
Israel 60 (1.8)
United States 59 (1.1) h
Lithuania 58 (2.3)
Portugal 57 (1.9)
International Avg. 57 (0.3)
Canada 57 (1.4)
Croatia 57 (1.7)
Australia 56 (1.9)
New Zealand 55 (1.5)
Slovenia 55 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G11M (Giant Tooth):  What Gideon used

Multiple Choice (Key is A)

Percent
Correct
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Slovenia 55 (1.7)
Spain 55 (1.7)
Poland 54 (1.9)
France 54 (1.6)
Azerbaijan 53 (2.7)
Malta 51 (1.9) i
Norway 51 (2.3) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 51 (1.7) i
Indonesia 49 (2.3) i
Qatar 48 (2.3) i
Belgium (French) 48 (2.1) i
Georgia 46 (2.2) i
Saudi Arabia 44 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 41 (1.2) i
Trinidad and Tobago 41 (1.9) i
Oman 38 (1.6) i
Morocco 33 (1.4) i
Colombia 29 (2.0) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 51 (1.9) i
Kuwait 43 (2.7) i
Botswana 40 (2.0) i
Honduras 38 (2.5) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 62 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 59 (2.3)
Alberta, Canada 55 (2.1)
Ontario, Canada 54 (2.0)
Andalusia, Spain 53 (2.2)
Dubai, UAE 47 (1.8) i
Maltese - Malta 47 (1.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 40 (2.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 34 (2.6) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
56	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

England 21 (1.6) h 30 (2.1) h
Russian Federation 19 (1.8) h 31 (2.0) h
United States 18 (0.9) h 34 (1.1) h
Denmark 17 (1.4) h 29 (1.8) h
Ireland 16 (1.6) h 25 (2.0)
Italy 16 (1.4) h 31 (1.7) h
Northern Ireland 16 (1.7) h 24 (2.2)
Canada 15 (0.8) h 29 (1.3) h
Australia 15 (1.3) h 25 (1.5)
Slovenia 14 (1.2) h 28 (1.6) h
Sweden 14 (1.4) h 23 (1.7)
Hong Kong SAR 14 (1.1) h 21 (1.5)
Israel 13 (1.4) h 22 (1.5)
Poland 13 (1.1) h 24 (1.6)
Germany 12 (1.3) h 27 (1.5) h
Portugal 12 (1.6) 33 (2.6) h
Singapore 12 (1.1) h 24 (1.2)
Croatia 12 (1.2) 40 (1.7) h
Finland 12 (1.2) 23 (1.5)
New Zealand 12 (1.0) h 22 (1.3)
France 11 (1.1) 32 (1.7) h
Chinese Taipei 11 (1.0) 22 (1.3)
Netherlands 11 (1.2) 35 (2.0) h
International Avg. 10 (0.2) 22 (0.2)
Bulgaria 10 (1.0) 31 (2.0) h
Austria 9 (1.2) 24 (1.7)
Slovak Republic 8 (0.9) 24 (1.5)
Lithuania 8 (1.0) 19 (1.6)
Czech Republic 8 (1.1) 19 (1.6)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G12C (Giant Tooth):  Purpose of two Iguanodon pictures

Constructed Response (2 Points)

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
1 Point
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Czech Republic 8 (1.1) 19 (1.6)
Hungary 8 (1.0) i 19 (1.5) i
Belgium (French) 7 (1.1) i 21 (1.9)
Romania 6 (0.9) i 21 (1.4)
Norway 6 (0.9) i 13 (1.6) i
Oman 6 (0.7) i 15 (1.1) i
Spain 5 (0.8) i 17 (1.1) i
United Arab Emirates 5 (0.5) i 13 (0.8) i
Malta 5 (0.7) i 16 (1.4) i
Indonesia 4 (0.8) i 20 (1.8)
Qatar 4 (0.7) i 15 (1.2) i
Trinidad and Tobago 4 (0.8) i 11 (1.2) i
Georgia 3 (0.7) i 14 (1.7) i
Colombia 2 (0.6) i 12 (1.5) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 2 (0.4) i 7 (0.8) i
Azerbaijan 1 (0.6) i 10 (1.3) i
Saudi Arabia 1 (0.4) i 17 (1.4) i
Morocco 0 (0.0) i 0 (0.0) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 4 (0.8) i 15 (1.3) i
Kuwait 4 (0.8) i 9 (1.2) i
Honduras 2 (0.7) i 17 (2.1) i
Morocco 0 (0.2) i 1 (0.3) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 22 (2.1) h 40 (2.6) h
Ontario, Canada 15 (1.7) h 26 (2.3)
Alberta, Canada 15 (1.6) h 29 (1.8) h
Quebec, Canada 14 (1.5) h 34 (2.4) h
Dubai, UAE 8 (1.1) 18 (1.2) i
Andalusia, Spain 4 (0.8) i 15 (1.4) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 4 (1.1) i 17 (2.2) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 4 (0.9) i 12 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 4 (0.7) i 15 (1.4) i SO
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PERCENT CORRECT STATISTICS FOR PIRLS 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS	 57

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 77 (1.7) h
Singapore 71 (1.7) h
Netherlands 70 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 70 (1.8) h
Finland 69 (1.8) h
Russian Federation 68 (1.9) h
Sweden 65 (1.9) h
Croatia 65 (1.7) h
Denmark 65 (1.9) h
Hungary 65 (1.9) h
England 64 (2.3) h
United States 64 (1.2) h
Northern Ireland 63 (2.3) h
Czech Republic 63 (2.2) h
Ireland 63 (2.5) h
Germany 62 (1.6) h
Australia 60 (1.8) h
Canada 60 (1.0) h
Italy 59 (2.0) h
Israel 57 (1.8) h
Belgium (French) 57 (2.6) h
Bulgaria 56 (2.6) h
New Zealand 55 (1.7) h
Slovak Republic 54 (1.9) h
Slovenia 52 (2.2)
Portugal 51 (2.5)
Lithuania 50 (2.0)
France 50 (1.8)
Austria 50 (2.2)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G13CA (Giant Tooth):  How Iguanodon looked (legs)

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Austria 50 (2.2)
International Avg. 49 (0.3)
Poland 48 (2.0)
Norway 46 (2.2)
Spain 45 (1.7) i
Romania 42 (2.2) i
Malta 37 (1.8) i
Georgia 34 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 28 (1.0) i
Qatar 26 (1.6) i
Trinidad and Tobago 22 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 22 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 19 (1.3) i
Colombia 16 (2.0) i
Oman 15 (1.2) i
Indonesia 14 (1.4) i
Azerbaijan 14 (2.1) i
Morocco 5 (0.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Kuwait 22 (1.9) i
Botswana 20 (1.7) i
Morocco 15 (1.3) i
Honduras 14 (1.9) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 65 (2.0) h
Quebec, Canada 65 (1.7) h
Alberta, Canada 60 (2.1) h
Ontario, Canada 57 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 44 (1.8) i
Dubai, UAE 37 (1.7) i
Maltese - Malta 29 (1.9) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 25 (1.8) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 22 (2.5) i SO
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	 PIRLS 2011 USER GUIDE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL DATABASE
58	 PIRLS RELEASED ITEMS

( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 72 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 71 (1.9) h
Singapore 70 (1.7) h
United States 67 (1.3) h
Croatia 66 (1.8) h
Finland 66 (1.6) h
England 65 (2.1) h
Ireland 64 (2.1) h
Northern Ireland 64 (2.6) h
Italy 63 (1.7) h
Sweden 62 (2.2) h
Canada 62 (1.6) h
Russian Federation 61 (2.1) h
Denmark 61 (1.6) h
Netherlands 61 (2.1) h
Portugal 60 (2.6) h
Australia 58 (2.0) h
Lithuania 58 (2.1) h
Hungary 57 (1.7) h
Bulgaria 57 (2.4) h
Germany 56 (2.2) h
New Zealand 56 (1.7) h
Czech Republic 54 (2.3) h
Slovak Republic 53 (2.1) h
Israel 51 (2.2)
International Avg. 48 (0.3)
Belgium (French) 47 (2.6)
Slovenia 46 (1.8)
Austria 46 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G13CB (Giant Tooth):  How Iguanodon looked (spike)

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Austria 46 (2.0)
Spain 46 (1.9)
Poland 44 (2.1)
France 44 (2.0)
Norway 43 (2.1) i
Romania 41 (2.3) i
Malta 37 (1.7) i
Georgia 34 (2.1) i
United Arab Emirates 28 (1.0) i
Trinidad and Tobago 26 (1.7) i
Qatar 25 (1.4) i
Saudi Arabia 20 (2.2) i
Oman 17 (1.2) i
Colombia 17 (1.9) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 16 (1.1) i
Indonesia 16 (1.7) i
Azerbaijan 12 (1.6) i
Morocco 4 (0.8) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 24 (1.8) i
Honduras 21 (2.3) i
Morocco 14 (1.2) i
Kuwait 13 (1.4) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 68 (2.4) h
Ontario, Canada 62 (2.1) h
Alberta, Canada 61 (1.9) h
Quebec, Canada 59 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 43 (1.9) i
Dubai, UAE 38 (1.6) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 25 (2.0) i
Maltese - Malta 23 (1.6) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 23 (2.1) i SO
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 76 (1.8) h
Singapore 69 (1.7) h
Chinese Taipei 62 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 58 (1.9) h
Denmark 56 (1.8) h
Finland 56 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 56 (2.7) h
England 54 (2.1) h
Netherlands 54 (2.1) h
Czech Republic 53 (2.4) h
United States 52 (1.3) h
Sweden 52 (2.4) h
Italy 51 (1.9) h
Israel 50 (2.2) h
Ireland 50 (2.2) h
Australia 50 (2.2) h
Canada 50 (1.4) h
Germany 49 (1.9) h
Portugal 49 (2.3) h
Hungary 49 (1.8) h
Croatia 48 (1.7) h
New Zealand 47 (1.6) h
Bulgaria 44 (2.4)
Slovenia 44 (1.8)
Austria 41 (1.9)
International Avg. 40 (0.3)
France 40 (1.9)
Slovak Republic 39 (1.9)
Lithuania 38 (2.0)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G13CC (Giant Tooth):  How Iguanodon looked (length)

Constructed Response (1 Point)

Percent
Correct
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Lithuania 38 (2.0)
Spain 37 (1.9)
Romania 35 (2.4) i
Belgium (French) 34 (2.7) i
Poland 33 (1.9) i
Malta 30 (1.6) i
Norway 30 (2.3) i
United Arab Emirates 23 (1.1) i
Georgia 23 (1.8) i
Qatar 21 (1.7) i
Trinidad and Tobago 20 (1.6) i
Saudi Arabia 20 (2.0) i
Azerbaijan 16 (1.9) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 15 (1.3) i
Indonesia 15 (1.5) i
Oman 14 (1.2) i
Colombia 10 (1.3) i
Morocco 3 (0.7) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 18 (1.8) i
Kuwait 16 (1.7) i
Morocco 15 (1.2) i
Honduras 11 (2.1) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 53 (2.4) h
Quebec, Canada 52 (1.8) h
Ontario, Canada 50 (2.3) h
Alberta, Canada 47 (2.0) h
Andalusia, Spain 35 (1.9) i
Dubai, UAE 33 (1.9) i
Maltese - Malta 22 (1.8) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 19 (1.7) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 18 (2.3) i SO
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	 Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Hong Kong SAR 62 (2.3) h 77 (1.7) h 86 (1.4) h
Singapore 57 (1.7) h 72 (1.9) h 81 (1.4) h
Chinese Taipei 53 (1.8) h 68 (1.9) h 82 (1.5) h
Finland 48 (1.9) h 66 (1.7) h 76 (1.6) h
Russian Federation 47 (2.1) h 64 (1.9) h 77 (1.6) h
England 46 (2.2) h 63 (2.1) h 74 (2.0) h
Sweden 44 (2.4) h 62 (2.3) h 73 (1.9) h
Northern Ireland 44 (2.6) h 63 (2.5) h 76 (2.1) h
Denmark 44 (1.8) h 63 (1.6) h 75 (1.7) h
United States 44 (1.3) h 64 (1.2) h 76 (1.2) h
Ireland 44 (2.2) h 60 (2.5) h 73 (1.9) h
Croatia 42 (1.7) h 61 (1.7) h 76 (1.5) h
Portugal 42 (2.2) h 53 (2.6) h 65 (2.5) h
Canada 42 (1.4) h 58 (1.2) h 71 (1.3) h
Netherlands 42 (2.1) h 65 (2.0) h 78 (1.8) h
Hungary 41 (1.8) h 58 (1.7) h 72 (1.7) h
New Zealand 40 (1.6) h 54 (1.7) h 64 (1.5) h
Italy 40 (1.9) h 60 (2.0) h 73 (1.8) h
Australia 40 (2.0) h 58 (1.8) h 70 (1.8) h
Czech Republic 39 (2.1) h 59 (2.2) h 72 (2.2) h
Germany 38 (1.7) h 59 (2.0) h 70 (1.8) h
Bulgaria 37 (2.2) h 53 (2.6) h 67 (2.3) h
Israel 36 (2.1) 54 (2.0) h 68 (1.9) h
Slovenia 33 (1.8) 47 (2.0) 62 (1.9)
Lithuania 32 (1.8) 49 (2.0) 64 (2.1) h
International Avg. 32 (0.3) 46 (0.3) 59 (0.3)
Austria 31 (2.0) 48 (2.2) 59 (1.9)
France 31 (1.8) 45 (2.1) 58 (1.8)
Slovak Republic 30 (1.7) 49 (2.1) 66 (2.0) h

Percent
Full Credit

Percent
at Least
2 Points

Percent
at Least
1 Point

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G13CZ (Giant Tooth):  How Iguanodon looked (DERIVED)

Constructed Response (3 Points)
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Slovak Republic 30 (1.7) 49 (2.1) 66 (2.0) h
Belgium (French) 29 (2.8) 47 (2.7) 63 (2.4)
Romania 27 (2.1) i 38 (2.3) i 54 (2.4) i
Poland 26 (1.8) i 43 (2.0) 56 (2.0)
Spain 26 (1.6) i 44 (1.9) 58 (2.0)
Norway 23 (2.0) i 39 (2.3) i 57 (2.0)
Malta 22 (1.4) i 35 (1.8) i 47 (1.8) i
Georgia 17 (1.6) i 29 (2.0) i 46 (2.3) i
Qatar 15 (1.4) i 23 (1.5) i 34 (1.6) i
United Arab Emirates 14 (0.7) i 26 (1.1) i 39 (1.3) i
Trinidad and Tobago 13 (1.5) i 21 (1.7) i 34 (1.8) i
Saudi Arabia 10 (1.6) i 17 (2.1) i 35 (2.4) i
Oman 8 (0.9) i 14 (1.3) i 24 (1.4) i
Indonesia 7 (1.1) i 13 (1.4) i 25 (2.0) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 7 (0.8) i 15 (1.3) i 28 (1.6) i
Azerbaijan 6 (1.4) i 14 (2.1) i 21 (1.9) i
Colombia 6 (1.0) i 11 (1.4) i 26 (2.4) i
Morocco 2 (0.5) i 3 (0.8) i 7 (1.1) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Botswana 11 (1.4) i 18 (1.8) i 33 (1.9) i
Morocco 7 (0.8) i 13 (1.3) i 23 (1.6) i
Kuwait 7 (0.9) i 17 (1.8) i 27 (2.1) i
Honduras 6 (1.5) i 14 (2.0) i 27 (2.5) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 47 (2.2) h 63 (2.3) h 76 (2.2) h
Quebec, Canada 42 (1.9) h 59 (1.9) h 74 (1.6) h
Ontario, Canada 42 (2.3) h 57 (2.1) h 69 (1.9) h
Alberta, Canada 40 (1.9) h 58 (2.1) h 70 (1.9) h
Andalusia, Spain 25 (1.8) i 41 (1.9) i 56 (1.7)
Dubai, UAE 22 (1.4) i 36 (1.8) i 50 (1.6) i
Maltese - Malta 14 (1.2) i 25 (1.8) i 36 (2.1) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 12 (1.4) i 22 (1.6) i 34 (2.5) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 10 (1.3) i 20 (2.6) i 33 (2.8) i SO
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( )	 Standard errors appear in parentheses. Because of 
rounding some results may appear inconsistent.

h	 Percent significantly higher than international average

i	Percent significantly lower than international average

Country

Finland 74 (1.5) h
Hong Kong SAR 68 (1.7) h
Germany 67 (1.7) h
Russian Federation 67 (2.0) h
Denmark 67 (1.6) h
Netherlands 66 (1.5) h
Slovenia 64 (1.6) h
Hungary 64 (1.6) h
Portugal 63 (2.0) h
Italy 62 (2.1) h
Austria 62 (1.7) h
Bulgaria 60 (2.4) h
Sweden 60 (1.9) h
Czech Republic 59 (2.5) h
Northern Ireland 58 (2.6) h
United States 58 (1.3) h
England 58 (1.8) h
Chinese Taipei 57 (1.8) h
Spain 57 (2.2) h
Ireland 57 (2.1) h
Singapore 56 (1.6) h
Australia 56 (1.9) h
Canada 55 (1.2) h
Romania 53 (2.3)
Israel 53 (1.8)
Poland 53 (1.7)
Norway 53 (2.6)
International Avg. 52 (0.3)
New Zealand 52 (1.7)

Percent Correct Statistics for PIRLS 2011 Released Items
R31G14M (Giant Tooth):  What discovery proved Gideon wrong

Multiple Choice (Key is D)

Percent
Correct
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New Zealand 52 (1.7)
Slovak Republic 52 (1.7)
Croatia 49 (2.0)
France 48 (2.1)
Belgium (French) 48 (2.4)
Georgia 44 (1.9) i
Lithuania 43 (2.1) i
Malta 41 (1.6) i
Azerbaijan 40 (2.1) i
Iran, Islamic Rep. of 39 (1.8) i
Colombia 37 (2.3) i
Qatar 35 (1.9) i
United Arab Emirates 34 (1.4) i
Saudi Arabia 32 (2.2) i
Oman 31 (1.4) i
Trinidad and Tobago 29 (1.7) i
Morocco 29 (1.5) i
Indonesia 20 (1.9) i

Sixth Grade Participants
Morocco 42 (2.5) i
Botswana 37 (1.8) i
Honduras 35 (2.3) i
Kuwait 30 (2.2) i

Benchmarking Participants
Florida, US 60 (2.3) h
Andalusia, Spain 57 (1.8) h
Alberta, Canada 55 (2.2)
Ontario, Canada 54 (2.3)
Quebec, Canada 52 (2.0)
Maltese - Malta 42 (2.0) i
Dubai, UAE 37 (2.4) i
Abu Dhabi, UAE 35 (2.1) i
Eng/Afr (5) - RSA 26 (2.0) i SO
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